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CHAPTER 285 
STEEL HAWKS 


Today, we are going to take on a request with Evan-san and Scott-san’s adventuring 
party, the Steel Hawks. It seems that the Steel Hawks are a B-rank party, which makes 
them a higher rank than our C-rank party, the White Wings. 


“How about Luminescent Mushrooms?” 
“Oh, that sounds good.” 
“Indeed. How about this one as well?” 


“That’s nice, too.” 


un 


This one~?”” 


“Kraken material... Allen, Elena, let’s not do that one for now.” 


u» wy 


Can’t~? Then, this one~ 
“Lemme see... Flare Tortoise? This one should be okay, I guess?” 


“Right. I think that one is good.” 


wy 
~ 


Yay 


After meeting at the Adventurer’s Guild, we first examined the requests on the request 
board. The plan was to get two requests for monster materials, and one for medicinal 
plants. 


“Alright, it’s decided then.” 
“Let's finish at the reception then.” 


“Alright.” 
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«a 


We leaving~?”” 

“Yes, we are~ Allen, Elena, are you prepared?” 

Yeah.” 

After we finished at the reception, we immediately left the town. 

“Mountains or the coast, which direction to you want to go first?” 

“Let's see~ Let’s go to the mountains first and look for the Jumbo Elks and Luminescent 
Mushrooms. When we are done with that, we will go along the coast and look for the 


Flare Tortoises.” 


“That sounds good.” 


u» yp” 
. 


Mountains~ let’s go, let’s go 
When we decided on the destination, Allen and Elena were ready to break into a run. 
“Now, now! Allen, Elena, you can’t go on your own.” 

”Ehh~”” 

“Come on, I will hold your hands.” 


It’s been a long time since I have held the hands of Allen and Elena, since they always 
run off when I’m not careful enough. 


“"Fhehe~”” 


However, once we were holding hands, the children happily waved their hands back 
and forth. 


“You get along so well~” 
“Indeed. It’s heartwarming.” 


“I feel like we are going to let our guards down~ Isn't that bad?” 
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“Let’s be careful.” 


Evan-san and Scott-san looked at each other with a smile but seemed to focus at the 
task at hand. 


Ah” 

“N? What is it?” 

“Herbs found~” 

“Will get it~” 

The twins who found some herbs and wanted to go to pick them up. 

“Takumi, you can let the kids loose. Right, Scott?” 

“Yes, I don’t mind.” 

“Are you sure? These children love to move about a lot, you know?” 

“As long as they don’t go somewhere and don’t return... that won’t happen, right?” 
“You don’t have to worry about that.” 


If they get separated, I will be able to locate them. But I can’t imagine the children 
getting lost, you know? 


“There’s no problem then.” 


“Iwill take you up on your offer then. Allen, Elena, you can go but don’t disappear from 
our sight, alright?” 


u» wy 


Okayy~ 


Evan-san and Scott-san gave their permission, so I let go of the children’s hands and 
they started running happily. 


“It was a Lilie~” 
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“There was Clen, too~” 


The children came back happily with the herbs they had collected in their hands. 


a wy 


There’s more~ 
“So much in such a short time...” 


“That's amazing. I know you have warned us about it yourself, but I didn’t think it 
would be to this extent.” 


Evan-san and Scott-san were dumbfounded to see the children repeatedly picking up 
herbs and bringing them to me. 


But so far, they have only collected herbs that are commonly found~ 
“PAHI? 
“Oh, have you found something again? What did you find this time?” 


Evan-san’s gaze followed the children as they suddenly started to run, as if he was 
already getting used to it. 


“Wait a moment! Evan, that!” 
“Isn’t that a Horned Rabbit!” 


Evan-san and Scott-san panicked because there was a monster in the direction the 
children were going. 


“Evan!” 

“Ou!” 

“Ah~... those two will be alright.” 

“Even though Horned Rabbits are weak, they are still monsters, you know?” 


Shortly after stopping, Evan-san ran to the children. 
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However, the Horned Rabbit was defeated by the children in no time. 

Scott-san who stood beside me and Evan-san who stopped in place were stunned. 
Defeated it~”” 

“Yeah, welcome back.” 


Allen and Elena came back, dragging the carcass of the Horned Rabbit along. Evan-san 
returned with them. 


“Allen, Elena, Evan-san and Scott-san got startled, so announce when there are 
monsters nearby first. You can do it, right?” 


“’Nniyu? Got it~?” 
First of all, I told the kids to report any monsters they see and not run out immediately. 


“I knew they had good motor nerves when I saw them practicing the sword, but... I 
didn’t think it was to this degree. They can move quite well.” 


“That was some brilliant kicking.” 
“Ahem!” 


Being praised by Evan-san and Scott-san, Allen and Elena puffed out their chests 
proudly. 


“Which reminds me, I didn’t tell you about our fighting styles, did I? The children mainly 
use kicking techniques like the one earlier, and rest is water magic. I’m basically a 
mage, and I use wind magic the most.” 


“Right. As you can see, Evan uses the big sword on his back, and I use this sword. We 


are not very good at magic and the most we can do is some auxiliary spells, but Evan 
uses fire and I use water.” 
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“I have been thinking this since before, but Evan-san’s sword is quite incredible, isn’t 
it?” 


His sword was bigger than Allen and Elena. To swing a sword that large must take 
quite the muscle strength. 


Well, I would be able to swing it too, but I would not be able to manipulate it and the 
sword would probably fly off somewhere with centrifugal force. 


“ Onii~chan, Onii~chan.”” 
“N? What is it?” 
“Wolves came~” 


“We going.” 


While discussing our fighting styles, Allen and Elena informed me that monsters had 
appeared and charged towards them. 


“It’s three Gray Wolves.” 

“Can we really take this so leisurely?” 

“It shouldn't be a problem.” 

In no time at all, Allen and Elena reached the Gray Wolves and easily defeated them. 


“You weren't joking or using a metaphor when you said we would have no turn to show 
up, you really meant it.” 


“That's right.” 


Evan-san let out a big sigh as he remembered what I had said when we were talking 
about taking on a request together during the weapons course. 


“Takumi-san, how well do you think those kids can actually fight?” 


“I don't think they should have any problems dealing with a large pack of Gray Wolves?” 
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“..No problems with a pack of D-ranked Gray Wolves, huh. Is their adventurer rank 
being purposely restrained then?” 


“Yes, they are still children, after all.” 


It is already very rare to have a D-rank at Allen and Elena’s age. A rank even higher 
would make them stand out too much. 


“It would be for the best to let them stay at F-rank because we use the Adventurer’s 
Card as a substitute for identification papers, but we wouldn't be able to accept higher 
ranked requests then, so that’s why they are D-rankers.” 


“Ah, I see.” 


While we were talking about the children’s abilities and ranks, they came back, 
dragging three gray wolves with them. 


“’Onii~chan, is this delish?”” 


“N? N~ I guess it should be slightly tastier than common Wolf meat?” 


u» 


Then, is normal~?”” 


“Well, yes. I guess it’s normal.” 


un wy 


I see~ How unfortunate~ 


Allen and Elena were a bit dejected. 


» 


“You won't eat it then? We can just sell it. 


u» wy 


Selling meat is no-no~ 


My kids are growing up to be good eaters, so they never want to sell their food... 
especially meat~ 
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CHAPTER 286 
MASSIVE AMOUNTS, ONCE AGAIN 


“Ah!” 

“Allen, Elena, what is it?” 
“Wait amoment~” 

“Just a little~” 


As we were walking up the mountain, Allen and Elena suddenly walked into the 
bushes on the side of the road. 


“What? What’s going on?” 

Evan, who was ahead of us, turned around and asked us what was going on. 
“Sorry about that. It seems they have found something...” 

“Haha, you don’t have to make such an apologetic face, Takumi.” 


“That's right. I have had a lot of interesting experiences with those kids. Please let 
them do as they please.” 


I’m really grateful that Evan-san and Scott-san are such generous people. 

Normally, people would have gotten angry or disgruntled with us if we kept getting 
sidetracked like this, but they didn’t seem to be. They really seemed to be enjoying the 
unpredictable behavior of the kids. 

“Onii~chan!” 


“There were so many~” 


In the meantime, Allen and Elena seemed to have returned. Well, I couldn't see their 
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figures yet, just their voices. Still... I wonder what they mean by “there were so many”? 
“”\Nhoah!””” 


When I saw the returning children, it was not only me but also Evan-san and Scott-san 
who shouted in surprise. 


They had brought back a total of six Pastel Rabbits, one on each arm and one on top of 
their heads. 


“Again?” 

“Again!?” 

“Takumi-san, wait a moment. By ‘again’ you mean that this had happened before!?” 
Evan-san and Scott-san did not let my unintentional comment go unheard. 

“Yes, well...” 


We have encountered a large number of Pastel Rabbits once... no, twice before, so this 
will be the third time? 


“Allen, Elena, what’s up with these Pastel Rabbits?” 
Erm, you see... that! Um, guardian!” 

“A guardian.” 

Where did they learn those words... 

“Then, what? Do you want to look for owners in the Guild again?” 
That!” 


“But you won't know what kind of people the owners are like that, you know?” 


They might be “guarded” if they can go to someone who will take good care of them, 
but they won't be safe if they get a bad owner. 
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The first time, I asked Mathias-san to take them to someone he knew, so I’m sure they 
are all well cared for. The second time, however, Allen and Elena picked the owners 
from request forms, so I don’t know how the Pastel Rabbits are faring. 


“Ts fine!” 


» 
! 


“Will choose properly 
Allen and Elena were brimming with confidence. 


I wonder if their intuition is working on the request forms too? You can’t look down 
on the intuition of my children, so it should be fine, I guess? 


“Well, as long as the Pastel Rabbits are okay with that.” 


I took out a large basket, and Allen and Elena put the Pastel Rabbits in it as if they were 
already used to it. 


un 


Nonono!”” 

“Takumi, for real, wait!” 

“That's right. Takumi-san, please explain properly.’ 
Evan-san and Scott-san were looking for an explanation. 
“Pastel Rabbits are extremely weak, as you might know.” 


“Yeah, indeed.” 


“Yes, but they excel at sensing danger, so they are monsters that can’t be caught easily 
even if you try your hardest.” 


That’s right. That is the common knowledge about Pastel Rabbits. However—— 


“It seems that they sense the danger from your stare when you try to catch them and 
escape. But for some reason, they will approach you instead if you don’t have any 
intentions of catching them.” 


un 


No way!” 
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“It’s actually like that. Even now, although they are in a basket, the basket is fully open 
so they could escape as long as they wanted to, but they haven't, right?” 


“They really haven't escaped.” 
“Yeah, it’s like a lie.” 


They seemed to be in disbelief at my explanation, but when they saw the Pastel 
Rabbits in the basket, they were stunned for a while. 


“Here you go.” 


I lifted two Pastel Rabbits from the basket and handed one to Evan-san and one to 
Scott-san. The two timidly patted the Pastel Rabbits. 


“Whoah, how amiable~” 


“Yeah, I heard they get quite affectionate when raised with love, but they shouldn't act 
like this right from the start.” 


“Isn't that because they were frightened from when they were caught?” 


If it was after being forcibly captured, they would have been frightened for sure. After 
that, they would slowly, and I mean slowly let their guards down. 


“Nevertheless, every action you guys take is full of surprises~” 
“Truly. A half a day hasn't even passed yet and I got already surprised so many times.” 


“I can only count the times we have been surprised for now, but the number is 
definitely going to increase so it’s actually useless to count, no?” 


“That’s possible.” 
I would like to say that it was the children who were giving surprises until now, and 
not me... but there’s no guarantee that I won't do anything beyond this point. Yep, let’s 


keep quiet. 


“Ah I wy 
. 
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Allen and Elena found something again and started running. 
“Oh, what did they find this time?” 
“It seems to be some herbs.” 


Evan-san and Scott-san started to look forward to what the children were going to 
bring next. 


u» n»n» 


There were more~ 


When they came back, Allen and Elena brought another three Pastel Rabbits with 
them. This is nine in total. 


“Again!?” 

“You normally don’t find these so readily, right!” 
Evan-san and Scott-san let out words of disbelief. 
Also~”” 

“There were also.” 


“A mushroom~” 


In addition, what Allen and Elena presented me was a Luminescent Mushroom that 
was the object of this request. 


“Oh, that’s a Luminescent Mushroom.” 
“What!? Oi, oi, oi! The sun is still up in the sky, ya know!?” 


“No, they are only easier to find during the night, so it’s not like you can’t harvest them 
during the day. It’s not impossible, but... they shouldn't be this easy to find, right?” 


Evan-san and Scott-san now sounded dumbfounded. 


Luminescent Mushrooms, as the name implies, glow slightly at night. However, they 
grow in places where it’s difficult to find them, such as in the shade of trees, so even 
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though they glow slightly, they are hard to see. 

And yet, Allen and Elena had found a mushroom that was not even glowing. 
“You did well finding it~” 

These children did~”” 

“Oh, the mushroom was just where the Pastel Rabbits rested?” 

“Yeah!” 

It seems to have been a coincidence. But, what a good luck~ 


“Did you pick it up knowing it was a Luminescent Mushroom?” 


un y” 
. 


Yea 
“You did well remembering its characteristics~ how admirable, how admirable!” 
“"Ehehe~”” 

It’s a mushroom that has very few unique traits when it doesn’t glow. 

So, if you want to collect them during daytime, you need to remember the very few 
characteristics the mushroom has. And it seems that the children didn’t pick it up 
simply because it was a mushroom but because they properly remembered its 
characteristics. 


“These kids are dangerous.” 


“Yes, truly. Evan, just like Takumi-san said, it doesn’t seem like we will have a turn to 
show up.” 


“That really is not good.” 
“Yes, let’s re-focus now.” 


“Ou.” 
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Evan-san and Scott-san were whispering to each other, and fired themselves up. 
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CHAPTER 287 
UNPARALLELED 1 


“Scott, what’s the matter?” 

“Oh, I was just fascinated by what the kids were picking, Duskweed.” 
“Eh, Duskweed!? Even I know that one! Isn’t that a kind of a rare herb!?” 
“Exactly that.” 


Scott-san looked on in amazement and Evan-san stared in disbelief at the children 
who had found and were picking the rare herb. 
ee 


“Onii~chan 


“Over there, over there!” 


u» wy 


There is a shining one~ 
“Eh, a Brightweed? You found something amazing again~” 


Brightweed is also a rare herb. I’m sure it’s not something that can be found easily, but 
it can’t resist my kids! 


And then Evan-san and Scott-san fell silent. 
Ah! That!”” 
Allen and Elena were the first to discover the Jumbo Elk that was the object of the next 


request. 
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“Oh, it’s the Jumbo Elk.” 


“Evan, we need the antlers and hide to complete the request so make sure not to 
scratch it.” 


“I know.——Uh, oi!?” 


While Evan-san and Scott-san were carefully discussing the matter, Allen and Elena 
were running towards it. 


“Oi, wait a moment!” 

”Yah~”” 

Evan-san chased after the children in panic. 

“Leave that one for me!” 

| ees 

“I beg you.” 

“Muu.” 

Evan-san earnestly pleaded with the twins. While running. 
“I will play with you later! Okay?” 

N~ alright.” 

Allen and Elena stopped running and halted in place. 
It appears that they yielded the prey for playtime. 
“Haaah—!” 


Evan-san drew his greatsword while sprinting towards the Jumbo Elk. And then, when 
he swung it, the elk’s head cleanly fell to the ground. In a single slash. 


“’Ohh wy 
~ 
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“Amazing!” 

What a splendid attack that targeted the weak spot precisely. 

“Good work, Evan.” 

“Alright, two of our requests are completed with this.” 

“It was quite incredible how you targeted the neck with that great sword.” 
“Well, that’s thanks to practice and experience.’ 

Practice and experience, huh~ Well, those are important points, after all. 
“Then, I will promptly dismantle it, so wait fora moment.” 


As Evan-san began to dismantle the Jumbo Ek, Allen and Elena approached and 
observed nearby. 


“Scott-san, what do we do now? Do we move to the coast as planned?” 


“Let’s see~ There’s no need to hurry, so why don't we go to the place where 
Luminescent Mushrooms can be harvested as planned? How about it?” 


‘Tm fine with that.——Allen, Elena, we will continue on the mountain, are you fine 
with that?” 


un wy 


Fine with it~ 
“Evan, you don’t mind it either, right?” 
“Oh~” 


The children and Evan agreed, so after the dismantling of the Jumbo Elk, we proceeded 
further into the forest. 


u» 


Nniyu?”” 


Then Allen and Elena seemed to have found something again and suddenly plunged 
deeper into the bushes. 
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“I wonder what they found this time.” 
“I don’t feel any monster presence, so probably a herb?” 


Evan and Scott started to guess what the kids had found. They were getting used to 
the children’s behavior. 


Scott-san was right, there were no signs of monsters in the vicinity, so I decided to 
wait and not chase after them. 


(CEL 


Look, look! It’s shining~” 


COV PIII 
I 


A few moments later, the kids came back, and I, Evan-san, and Scott-san were amazed 
at what they were holding. 


“W, wait a minute! T, that’s Crystal Elk’s antlers!?” 


“W, where did you get that!?” 


«a wy 


Received~ 
“"Hah!?” 
I’m curious about the antlers too, but there’s something I have to confirm before that. 


“Allen, Elena, you came across a Crystal Elk? Since you have received it, that means you 
didn’t hunt it down or hurt it, right?” 


”Didp’t~”” 
“I see, that’s good. You mustn't hurt the Crystal Elk no matter what, okay?” 


Okay, got it~ 


The Crystal Elk is a pure white deer with crystal-like antlers. The antlers can be used 
to make medicine, and for a time, they were overhunted and threatened with extinction. 


The medicine made from them is for physical deficiencies in the body... it’s a magic 


traitorAIZEN 21 | 195 


potion that enables regrowth of body parts, and the material is irreplaceable. This is 
why killing or hurting the Crystal Elk is banned nationwide. The antlers grow back 
periodically, so they don't have to be killed to obtain them. Preservation of the species 
takes priority. 


So, although the Crystal Elk is a monster, it is categorized as a sacred beast. There are 
also unicorns that have horns with purifying effects. 


un 


Onii~chan, here!”” 
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S 


Allen and Elena presented me with the crystal antlers they were holding in their 
hands. 


“This is something that would definitely cause a stir if sold, right?” 
“Of course!?” 
“Yes, selling it to the Guild would also be a problem.” 


I thought so. If I need to sell it, then it would be better to sell it to the country... Tristan- 
sama. Or rather, it’s a desirable item, so I could sell it in the Capital, when we go back 
for Wald-sama’s wedding. 


“Then, I will take it upon myself to sell it and then I will give you the half when it’s 
done.” 


«a y” 
. 


Nonono 
“What are you saying, Takumi?” 
“That's right. Why do we have to receive a part of the fee!?” 


“I mean, we are supposed to sell what we get during the request and split the total 
amount, right?” 


This is what Scott-san explained to me after he gave me a weapons course. He said 
that basically, you have to sell the monsters and herbs that you defeat along the way 
and divide the total amount along with the reward. 


“That’s when it’s a cooperative effort. You can’t count the monster, herbs, and Pastel 
Rabbits that the kids obtained on their own. If you do that, we won't be able to look 
straight. “ 


“Yeah, yeah!” 


“Eh~ wasn't it you who taught me that we should fundamentally decide on the rates 
beforehand, Scott-san? We have decided to split it 50-50, but you are going to change 
that?” 


It was originally to prevent us from trying to increase our own rewards, is what Scott- 
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san was Saying and it’s not bad for us, so I don’t need to argue with him... I kind of 
argued with him, though. 


“You said ‘fundamentally’! This is not something fundamental!” 
“Ehh~” 

“Takumi-san, you are totally having fun on your own, right?” 
“Eh, did I get exposed just now? 


While I was happily talking with Scott-san, Allen and Elena tugged at the hem of my 
shirt. 


(CE wy 


Hey, hey ,Onii~chan. 
“What is it?” 
”That~”” 

“N?——A Crystal Elk!?” 


Before I knew it, there was a Crystal Elk in the direction Allen and Elena were pointing. 
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CHAPTER 288 
UNPARALLELED 2 


“Whoah, for real?” 
“Its the real thing?” 


I was quite surprised myself, but Evan-san and Scott-san were even more surprised 
than me as they stopped moving, aghast. 


“Ah~ but, I see...” 


Come to think of it, Allen and Elena said they received the antlers. Then it’s no wonder 
the Crystal Elk was nearby~ 


u» wy 


Onii~chan, says we should come over~ 
“Go... you mean the Crystal Elk said that?” 

“Yeah, that! Let’s go!”” 

With that, the kids pulled me by the hand and we approached the Crystal Elk. 
“Hello.” 

“Ky~” 


They brought me to the side of the Crystal Elk, but I didn’t know what to do, so I just 
greeted it... and it replied. 


We can communicate normally it seems. Probably. 
“Erm... the children returned with antlers, but can we really take them?” 


“Ku~” 
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“We will put it to good use.” 
The Crystal Elk squealed and nodded. 


Even though it’s a sacred beast, it’s still a wild creature, but it seems to have a pretty 
docile personality. 


What is it~?” 
“u Ku~ ku~” 


Allen and Elena hugged the Crystal Elk innocently. 


u» wy 


I see, I see. Is that so~ 


I wonder if my kids... holding a conversation with the Crystal Elk? It doesn't feel like a 
simple mutual understanding~ 


My children are the children of a God, so they can talk to the sacred beasts, I guess? 
“Onii~chan.” 

“Over there~” 

“What’s over there?” 

“Let's go.” 

“Together~” 


As soon as the children said that, the Crystal Elk started walking, as if it had been 
waiting for us to follow it. 


And before I noticed, the twins were on its back. 
After the gryphon, is the Crystal Elk also kidnapping you guys? 


“Oi~ do we have to follow?” 
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“Yeah!” 

“wl SCC. 

Allen and Elena beckoned while turning around. 
“Evan-san, Scott-san, you——” 
“No problem, Takumi. Go ahead.” 


“We will follow from a distance.” 


I called out to Evan-san and Scott-san to try to get their approval to follow the Crystal 
Elk, but when I called their names, they gave me their approval with wry smiles. 


“Nono, why follow at a distance? We should just go together.” 


a yy 


Impossible. 


They both rejected me at the same time. Their voices overlapped almost flawlessly. 
“ Onii~chan, quickly~”” 


“Yes, yes~” 


I looked at Evan-san and Scott-san again to make sure they were okay, but they both 
waved at me smiling. It’s almost as if they were saying, “Have a nice trip.” 


I knew there was nothing more I could say, so I ran over to the kids and the Crystal 
Elk. 


“And so, where are we going?” 
N, you see~ a little further?” 
The kids seemed to be conversing with it, but they didn’t seem to know where we were 


going. 
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“You are not bringing us anywhere dangerous, right?” 


“Ku~” 


a yy 


Says it’s fine. 


I was assured that there was no danger, so the Crystal Elk quietly led us deeper into 
the mountains. 


“Kun” 
“’Here?—— Onii~chan, we arrived!” 

The place we arrived at was a canyon with a narrow river running through it. 
Oh, friends~”” 

“Whoah, you are right.” 


There were other Crystal Elks in the canyon beside the one that had led us to them! 


“Could this be a habitat? Eh? Are you sure you want to bring us to such an important 
place!?” 


We won't hunt the Crystal Elks, but this is not the place to bring humans! 
“Ku~” 


“Whaoh, what the hell is this!” 


ay l wy 
. 


Ohh~ so many 


In addition, there was numerous Crystal Elk antlers lying around where the Crystal 
Elk indicated! 


“Giving us~?”” 
« Ku~” 
a 


Thank you!”” 
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“No, wait! Seriously, wait for a moment!” 
My thought process couldn't keep up. 
Are moving?” 


“Ku~, ku~” 


un wy 


Isee~ 


Despite my confusion, the exchange between the children and the Crystal Elk 
continued. 


Allen and Elena told me that the Crystal Elks were planning to move their habitat to 
another place, so they were going to give us, who were nearby, their antlers. 


The Crystal Elk seem to know that their antlers are valuable and don’t want to give 
them to untactful people... that’s quite specific, isn’t it!? 


“ Onii~chan, isn’t that good!” 
“Oh, well~... we can’t receive all of this, can we...” 


I would feel awkward saying, “Yes, thank you.’ and take this much stuff. 


“’Can't~ 2 


When I hesitated, the children and the Crystal Elk all tilted their heads. 
And even the other Crystal Elk around me were tilting their heads! 


“It’s not like we can’t take it, but.” 


«a I wy 
. 


Then, we take it 
“Eh?” 
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Because I couldn't refuse wholeheartedly, Allen and Elena started picking up the 
antlers and handing them to me. 


“Here!” 

“There!” 

“Wait!!” 

“This one too!” 

“And this one!” 

I shouldn't have accepted the first one as quickly as I did. 
Allen and Elena continued to mercilessly stuff my arms with the antlers. 
“Whoa, wait a minute, both of you! I can’t hold anymore!” 
“Put it away, put it away!” 

“There’s still more!” 

I quietly stored the Crystal Elk antlers in the Infinite Storage. 


Should I have it distributed to all countries through Tristan-sama? The kings of each 
country seem to be good monarchs nowadays. 


“Thank you. I appreciate it.” 
(Ci Ku~” 


When I said my thank you again, the Crystal Elk nodded in satisfaction. 


un wy 


Byebye~ 


After receiving a large number of antlers, we left the Crystal Elk’s habitat and searched 
for a suitable place to camp before nightfall. It was a good thing that we were so close 
to where the Luminescent Mushrooms grew. 
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“Tm super tired~” 
“Likewise.” 


And as soon as we found a good spot and settled down, Evan-san and Scott-san hung 
their heads in total exhaustion. 
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CHAPTER 289 
UNPARALLELED 3 


With Evan-san’s and Scott-san’s consent, the kids and I are going to prepare dinner. 


“Now then, what shall we do for dinner?” 


u» n»n» 
. 


N, you see~.. 


I wanted to make sure that Evan-san and Scott-san had a good meal, since they had 
gone through so much trouble. 


“Allen wants to eat curry!” 
“Elena too! With lots of meat and veggies!” 


“Curry, huh. Sure. But not with rice but bread.” 


«ay I wy 
. 


Yeah, love bread too 
I decided not to make curry rice here. 


No one who I have offered the White Wheat has never refused to eat it before, but now 
that Evan-san and Scott-san are looking tired, I don’t want to scare them. 


“Let's get cooking then.” 

“Big meat~” 

“Big veggies too~” 

“Roger that. Are you fine with Orc meat?” 

“Yeal”” 

As requested by the children, I made a curry with large pieces of meat and vegetables. 
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“What a mouthwatering fragrance. Is this the thing that Fiji Company recently started 
selling... curry, was it? Are you cooking with that?” 


“Yes, that’s correct.” 

When the curry was about to be done, Evan-san came up to me. 

It seems that curry powder is steadily gaining fame through the Fiji Company. 
“Alright, I’m going to let the curry cook for a little longer. Next, we do a salad.” 
“’Onii~chan, a sauce~?”” 
“You mean a dressing.” 
“That! Are we making dressing too~?”” 
“Let's do it~ which one do you want?” 
“Green onion~!”” 


“Alright.” 


When the salad was ready, the curry was cooked to perfection, so we decided to eat it 
right away. 


“This is yours, and this is yours.” 
“Yay” 
“Evan-san and Scott-san too, here you go.” 
“It looks delicious~” 


“It looks very tasty. It’s like a soup that’s not a soup, huh.” 


When I handed out the curry on a deep plate, the raw vegetable salad with green onion 
dressing, the white bread, and the newly-created cheese bread, not only the children 
but also Evan-san and Scott-san looked excited. 
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And when they started eating, everyone proceeded to eat in silence. 
“Takumi! All of it was delicious!” 

“It truly is. It’s amazing to see Evan eat vegetables.” 

“The sauce on this salad makes it delicious! I can eat it with that on it!” 
..Evan-san apparently hates vegetables. 

“My children disliked eating salads before I started using dressing too, so...’ 
“Then, Evan is a child.” 

“But this is grass, ya know! Why would you eat it when it has no taste!” 
Grass, he said... well, most of the vegetables used in salads are leafy ones. 


“Takumi-san, you call the sauce on the salad a dressing?” 


“Yes, that’s correct. This is a stir-fried green onion mixed with flavorings such as soy 
sauce, vinegar, and oil.” 


“Is that so? Rather, was it okay to tell us? Isn't this a secret recipe or something?” 
“A secret recipe!? No way, it’s nothing like that! It’s just some flavorings mixed together.’ 


“Is that so? If it tastes this good, it will be a big hit at the restaurants. What do you 
think?” 


What do I think? Is he asking me to open a restaurant? 


“I don’t plan to open a restaurant. If you want the recipe, I can give it to you, so you 
can open it yourself or have it made at the inn where you are Staying.” 


“..Takumi-san, you shouldn't hand your recipes to other people so readily.’ 
“I only give them to people I am close with.” 


“Normally, you shouldn't give them so readily to people you are close with either.” 
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“Pm not normal then.” 


I didn’t mean to give away the recipe so easily, but I decided to act defiantly. Then, 


Scott-san was lost for words. 
“So, do you want the recipe?” 
“Please.” 


“Fufu, alright.” 


When I looked at Scott-san with a grin, he bowed deeply as if to say, “I lost,’ so I gladly 
agreed. I will write down the recipe on a piece of paper later. 


“Takumi, do you have any more bread with curry and cheese?” 


“I do. Do you want more?” 


» 
! 


“Please 
“Allen too~” 
“Elena too~” 


“Alright, alright.” 


While Scott-san and I were talking, the kids and Evan-san who were eating at their 


own pace, were asking for more. 


“This is my first time seeing this kind of bread, did you make it yourself, Takumi?” 


“Well, yes. But I think they should be selling it soon at the bakery next to the 


Adventurer’s Guild.” 


Its a different bakery from the one we made it in, but Rebecca-san said she would 
make sure the bakery by the Guild sells it too, so I’m sure they already have it. 


“The store where they sell the cream bread and stuff! They have been adding all kinds 
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of bread lately, so it’s nice to be able to choose depending on your mood on the day!” 
It seems that they are regular customers there. 

“If you are fine with sweets, would you like a dessert after dinner?” 

Want!” 

When I asked Evan-san and Scott-san, the kids responded cheerfully instead, but 
Evan-san and Scott-san also looked at me with expectations in their eyes, so I decided 


to take out a chilled milk pudding to refresh their mouths. 


After a short post-dinner break, it started getting dark, so we took a walk in search of 
the Luminescent Mushrooms for some light exercise. 


N~ maybe over there~——Ah!”” 

When Allen and Elena decided on the direction to walk, 
“There!” 

“It is!” 


Then, the children found a place with a slight glow. 


u» y” 
. 


There’s so many~ 
“Oh, it’s a cluster of Luminescent Mushrooms.” 

Allen and Elena ran off to collect the Luminescent Mushrooms right away. 
“They found it so easily~” 

“Indeed. Moreover, it was not just two or three, but a whole cluster.” 

Evan-san and Scott-san, who had come for a walk with us, let out a big sigh. 
“They were lucky~ The cluster was visible from a distance because of the glow.” 


Individual Luminescent Mushrooms can be difficult to find hidden behind trees, but 
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we found them in a cluster, so they were very easy to spot. 

“Lucky? Do we end it at that?” 

“Let's stop here. You will get only tired by thinking about it deeply.” 
“Indeed.——Then, let’s not leave it only to the kids and search for some ourselves.” 
“Yes, let’s do that.” 


Evan-san and Scott-san had already started collecting, so I started collecting 
Luminescent Mushrooms too. 


“’Onii~chan, look~”” 

ya?” 

“We found~”” 

“Moonlight Moss and.” 

“Evening Primrose too.” 

“Ohh, you found something good!” 


Moonlight Moss and Evening Primrose are both medicinal herbs that can only be 
gathered on moonlit nights. 


The children are doing really well today. 


u» wy 


We picked so many~ 
“Truly.” 


After collecting various medicinal herbs in addition to the Luminescent Mushrooms, 
Moonlight Moss, and Evening Primrose, we returned to the campsite in a good mood. 


Evan-san and Scott-san were going to take the first half of the watch, so I wrapped the 
kids in blankets and went to sleep early. 


traitorAIZEN 38 | 195 


CHAPTER 290 
UNPARALLELED 4 


The next day, when it was still dark, I took over the watch for Evan-san and Scott-san, 
and I stood idly by, keeping an eye on the surroundings. And when it was getting 
bright, I started making breakfast and sandwiches for lunch while I was at it. 


«ay yy 


Uniyu~ 


“Good morning.” 


«ay n»n» 


Good morning~ Smells nice~ 
The children woke up while I was feeding the Pastel Rabbits. 


They seemed to have noticed that I was making breakfast as they were sniffing while 
rubbing their eyes. 


“Looks delish~” 

“Breakfast?” 

“We have soup and white bread for breakfast.” 
“And the sandwiches~?”” 

“They are for lunch.” 

”Ehh~”” 


The kinds of sandwiches I made were lettuce, ham and cheese sandwiches, egg 
sandwiches, tuna mayo sandwiches, potato salad sandwiches, pork cutlet sandwiches 
and teriyaki sandwiches. In addition to these, I made sets of all the fruit sandwiches, 
one with fresh cream and Ichi fruit, the other with custard and Nana fruit, and cut 
them in half to make a set for one person. Oh, and Allen and Elena’s were cut in half 
one more time into quarters. 
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Perhaps because the sandwiches looked more luxurious if only in appearance, the 
children made disappointed noises. 


“You don’t want to eat milky soup with lots of seafood?” 

“Want~”” 

“Then, let’s have that for breakfast.” 

“Alright~”” 

When I showed them a pot of clam chowder-style soup filled with shellfish, squid, 
cabbage, and green onion, they quickly changed their minds so | put the sandwiches 
away in the Infinite Storage. 


“.morning~” 


“Good morning.” 


«a yy 


Good morning~ 
Just as the kids showed satisfaction, Evan-san and Scott-san woke up. 
“Good morning. It’s still a bit early, you know?” 

“I was awakened by a nice fragrance.” 

“Eh? Fragrance? S, sorry about that.” 


“No worries, I’m sure you were making breakfast for us, right? As Evan said, it smells 
really nice.” 


The smell was apparently so pervasive that it disturbed their rest. 
“It’s done already, would you like to eat right away?” 
“Ou!” 


“I would like to.” 
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It can’t be helped if I woke them up. It was a bit early, but since both Evan-san and 
Scott-san seemed like people who would be able to eat even in their sleep, I decided 
to have breakfast right away. 


ON wy 
www 


» 
! 


“Yummy 
“Its delicious!” 


I thought the soup would be well-received so I made a lot of it, but the pot was 
completely emptied. 


“Ah~ I might have overeaten a bit~ Perhaps I should warm up a little to help with 
digestion. Pipsqueaks, wanna swing swords for a little?” 


un I wy 
. 


Wanna 


Evan-san invited the children to join him for some post-meal exercise, and they stood 
up with great joy. 


“Evan, we will be traveling after this, so do it in moderation.” 
“I know that.’ 


Despite Scott-san’s warning, the exercise had gone beyond warming up and was about 
to become a full-fledged exercise, so we hurriedly stopped them and began to move 
toward the beach in search of Flare Tortoise. 


un 


Tortoise? Tortoise? Where are you~!” 
“How peaceful~” 
“Indeed~” 


Evan-san and Scott-san softened up when they saw the children skipping happily 
while singing. 


wy 


“ Onii~chan, where might the Flare Toast be~ 
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Buh” 
Nniyu?”” 

Hearing the twins’ words, Evan-san and Scott-san burst out laughing. 
And seeing their reactions, Allen and Elena tilted their heads puzzledly. 
“Allen, Elena, did you do it on purpose?” 

Nniyu?”” 

“You said it correctly while singing, but just now, you said Flare Toast instead.” 
”Huhh~?”” 

Allen and Elena each tilted their heads to different sides and thought back. 

It seems it wasn’t on purpose. 


I made a mistake!”” 


The two stuck out their tongues and smiled in deceit. Their smiles were so suitable for 
“Tehee” SFX to appear around them. 


“I thought so. It wasn’t because you wanted to eat a toast, was it?” 


u» n»n» 


I want sandwich ~ 


“Haha, I see.” 


un wy 


Yeah, let’s eat~ 
Allen and Elena patted their bellies while smiling. 
“It’s still too early for a meal.” 

”Ehehe~”” 

“You knew that though, right?” 
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“Yeah, just tried~”” 
“Geez~” 
I feel that they have started saying some cunning things recently. Is this a growth too? 


“Let’s have lunch after we get to the beach.” 


u» n»n» 


Let’s run then~ 
“Eh!? Wait a moment!” 


As soon as they heard that lunch would be served when we got to the beach, the kids 
started running to get to the beach as soon as possible. 


“Evan-san, Scott-san, sorry! I will be going on ahead.” 
“It’s fine, we will go too.” 
“Right.” 


I start running, calling out back to Evan-san and Scott-san, and they start running after 
me. 


“They are not going to stop until they reach the beach at this rate. Are you okay with 
that?” 


“Oi, oi, don’t take us lightly. Running to the beach is just a light exercise.” 
“Yes, no problem here.” 


Allen and Elena seriously run until they reached the beach. 


wy 


“Arrived~ 


“Hey~ now~ Don't be acting on your own!” 


«a wy 


Uniyuniyuniyu~ 
I covered the children’s faces with my palms, pinching their cheeks between my 
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fingers and rubbing them hard. 


“First of all, you should apologize to Evan-san and Scott-san for the trouble you caused 
them!” 


«a wy 


Okay~——I’m sorry~ 
“It’s fine.” 
“We accept your apology.’ 


When Allen and Elena apologized honestly, Evan-san and Scott-san were willing to 
forgive them. 


“Haha, looking at them now, they seem like normal kids.” 
“Indeed. But this makes me feel relieved instead.” 

“Ah, I agree with that.” 

Rather than forgiving, they seemed to be more relieved. 
“-Haah~” 


That’s right~ It’s just that Allen and Elena are too good at everything, but normal kids 
should be selfish and behave in selfish ways~ 


“ Onii~chan, Onii~chan.” 
Allen and Elena called out to me while pulling on my clothes. 


“N? What is it?” 


«ay wy 


Onii~chan, I’m sorry~ 
The twins apologized to me. I let out a sigh and showed a bit of dejection. 
“Are you angry?” 

“Tm not angry.” 
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They looked up at me anxiously, so I patted their heads. 


“B-u-t~ it’s fine when it’s just me with you, but you cannot do this when we have other 
people with us! Make sure not to do this the next time, understand!” 


Yes P” 
I wasn't angry, but I gave them a firm warning, and they responded with a firm salute. 


“Alright, good answer!——Then, Evan-san, Scott-san, it’s a bit early, but are you fine 
with taking a lunch break now?” 


“Sure thing.” 


“I don’t mind either.’ 


«a I wy 
. 


Yay~ Sandwich 
The kids were delighted as they ran to eat their sandwiches as fast as they could. 


After eating, we easily found and defeated the Flare Tortoise. Having achieved our 
goal, we headed back to the city. 
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CHAPTER 291 
LOTTERY 


When we returned to the town, we attracted a lot of attention on the way from the 
gate to the Adventurer’s Guild. The reason being that there were nine Pastel Rabbits 
on the heads and in the arms of the children. 


As soon as we entered the Adventurer’s Guild, the noisy place became quiet. 
“So it turned out like this, after all~” 

“Indeed. It was within my expectations, but...” 

Evan-san and Scott-san let out a sigh. 

“Evan! Scott!” 

“N? Oh, it’s you, Old man.” 

“Meredith-san, what is the matter?” 


“What is the matter, you ask... I want to ask that! They are your companions, right!? 
Why are they like that!” 


An adventurer who seemed to be an acquaintance of Evan-san and Scott-san 
approached us, as he apparently couldn't overlook Allen and Elena. 


Muu! You shouldn't point your finger!” 


As I often warn the children about this, they warned the other party about his pointing 
finger too. 


“S, sorry.” 
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wy 


“It’s okay~ 


I’m not sure if it’s because Allen and Elena warned him so vigorously, but the 
adventurer, Meredith-san, apologized honestly. Or rather, he seemed to be a bit 
overwhelmed? 


Seeing him like that, the twins quickly forgave him and smiled. 
“Old man, were you asking about the Pastel Rabbits?” 


“Yeah, right. I have been looking for them for a period of time as well, but never found 
any. That’s why I concluded that there weren't any in the area. Despite that, what the 
hell is this!?” 


“What’s up, Old man? Are you in a debt or something? Is that why you were aiming for 
the big bucks?” 


“Of course not. I complete requests steadily every day, I lead a simple and modest life! 
It’s because my daughter wanted one that I picked up some requests to search for 
them!” 


“Abh, come to think of it, you have a wife and children. I forgot.” 

“Don't forget that!” 

It seemed that Meredith-san was looking for a Pastel Rabbit for his daughter. 
Evan-san seemed to be very close to Meredith-san. 

“Umm... Evan-san?” 


“Ah, sorry. Takumi, this old man is Meredith, an adventurer in this town. We occasionally 
drink together.” 


“Heeh~ so you are drinking friends?—— Hello, nice to meet you, I'm Takumi. These 
children are Allen and Elena.” 


«a wy 


Best regards~ 


“O, ou, I’m Meredith.” 
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I interrupted Evan-san’s conversation to say hello and quickly asked what Meredith- 
san wanted. 


“So, Meredith-san, you want a Pastel Rabbit?” 
“I certainly do want one, but I don’t have enough money to get one for ourselves unless 
I complete a Pastel Rabbit request. That’s why I thought of asking you for a place 


where I could find them.” 


A request for capturing a Pastel Rabbit requires quite a lot of cash, so it’s really only 
the wealthy who issue them. 


“Ahh, so it’s like that. I don’t mind telling you about the place, but...” 
Nniyu?”” 
I observed Meredith-san carefully and then looked at the twins. 


“N~ it’s okay? Then, wait for a moment please. No, please come with us.” 


Since he is a good friend of Evan-san and Scott-san and the children were not at all 
wary of him, I asked Meredith-san to accompany us to the reception desk. 


“Excuse me. Could you collect all the requests for Pastel Rabbits?” 
“Sure, please wait a moment.” 


I asked the young lady at the reception desk, who was vacant, to collect the request 
forms for me, and she gladly accepted. 


“Thank you for your patience. There are thirty-four requests in total.” 
Moreover, she worked quickly and came back with the request forms. 
“Thirty-four!? That’s quite a lot~ Ah, can you create a request for us? The client is 
Meredith-san here, the contents of the request is Pastel Rabbit capture, and the 


reward money is the least amount possible.” 


“O, oi, what is this about?” 
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“Why don’t you try your luck?” 
“My luck?” 
“Yeah, anyhow, please create the request.” 


“O, ou... 


In response to my insistent attitude, Meredith-san started to write the request form 
as he was told. 


In the meantime, | briefly checked the request forms, and there seemed to be no 
particular problems. 


“What are you starting, Takumi-san?” 


“There are many requests for the Pastel Rabbits, so the children are going to choose 
which ones to accept.” 


“N? You would normally pick the ones that give the biggest rewards, right?” 


“That’s normally the case, but in our case, we have to choose clients who are going to 
love the Pastel Rabbits properly.” 


“You won't be able to tell what kind of owners the clients will be just from the request 
forms though, no?” 


Evan-san and Scott-san were very curious about what we were about to do. 
“Yes, that’s right, but... my children are very good at drawing.” 

“Ah, right.” 

“I see. It’s no exaggeration to say that.’ 

Both of them looked a distant look on their faces after hearing my words. 

It seems that they were able to realize this after working together for two days. 


“Pm done.” 
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“Thank you very much.——Then, Evan-san, could you please shuffle the requests a 
bit?” 


“I will do that then. Roger that.” 


As Meredith-san’s request form seems to be ready, I ask Evan-san to shuffle the 
request forms. 


“Is this enough?” 

“Yes, thank you. Scott-san, could you please turn the request forms over and line them 
up on the counter? Oh, and if you could, I would appreciate it if you could space them 
out a bit by ten pieces for clarity.” 

“Understood.” 

Then, I had the request forms lined up on the counter and everything was ready. 
“Okay, starting from the left, there’s thirty-five in total. Allen, Elena, are you ready?” 
Yeah” 

“Then you pick nine in total. What’s the first number...?” 

“Eighteen!” 

The children shouted a number in unison. 


“So you meant this by drawing! Eighteen... this is the one. What! Seriously!?” 


Evan pulled out the eighteenth request form and flipped it over, giving me a shocked 
look. 


“This is the Old man’s request!” 
“Oh my?” 

“Eh?” 

“What!?” 


traitorAIZEN 50 |195 


It seems that they chose Meredith-sans request form first. 
Scott-san and I were surprised, but Meredith-san was the most surprised of us all. 


“Ah, Evan-san, the order will get messed up if we pull the form out, so please shift it 
back for a while. Allen, Elena, choose the remainder.” 


Got it~”” 
“Then, three!” 
“Next one, twenty-four!” 


Allen and Elena took turns saying the four numbers each, and selected a total of nine 
request forms. 


“Alright, please process these nine requests for us.” 
“Y, yes, certainly.” 


The receptionist, who had been quietly watching us, was surprised, but she quickly 
began to process the request forms. 


“That being the case, it seems that you are a person with good luck, Meredith-san. As 
the special privilege for being present, you can choose a Pastel Rabbit of your liking.” 


Meredith seemed like a good-natured person who would be a good owner for a Pastel 
Rabbit, but I wasn’t close enough to him to give him a Pastel Rabbit unconditionally, 
so I let him get mixed up in the lottery just for fun. The result was that he was chosen 
first. 

“Eh? Ehh?” 

“Which child do you like?”” 

Allen and Elena forced Meredith-san to choose while he was confused. 


“Hah? Is this seriously alright?” 


“It was an official request, so it’s fine.” 
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However, this might be also my fault, but since it is now known that they were keeping 
a Pastel Rabbit at Meredith-san’s house, I advised him to take some safety measures. 
It would be dangerous if someone tried to steal it. 


While Meredith-san was choosing the Pastel Rabbit, I quickly completed the 
formalities and received the rewards. 


“You guys really do unthinkable things, Takumi.” 

“Isn't it fine, it was amusing.” 

“It might have been novel, but it was interesting, wasn’t it?” 

“Yes, quite a lot. Shall we have the requests we took on processed next?” 

“Let's do that.” 

We also processed the requests for the Jumbo Elk, Luminous Mushrooms, and Flare 
Tortoise that we had received, and received our rewards. The reward was half of the 
request fee each as planned. 

We decided that we would only submit the minimum amount of Luminescent 
Mushrooms that were requested, and that we would each sell or keep the other amount 
that we collected. Evan-san and Scott-san seemed to be selling them, but I decided not 
to. I didn’t want to sell too many at once. 

Also, we talked about the Crystal Elk antlers on the way back to town... To put it simply, 


they were completely forced on me. Or rather, they were afraid of getting involved and 
refused with all their might. 
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CHAPTER 292 
DRINKING 


“Alright, it’s a bit early, but let’s go get a drink!” 


After completing the formalities and receiving his rewards, Evan-san said so while 
stretching. 


“Takumi, come with us.” 
“N~ what do I do...” 


Should I go drinking~ It’s important to socialize, but can I bring the kids with me 
there? 


“What is it, come with us.” 

“Evan, you can’t be so forceful. He has children with him.” 

“Ah, right.” 

As my reply was ambiguous, Scott-san was reading too much into it.” 
“Well, I could go once I leave the twins in someone’s care, but...” 
”Ehh~”” 

“Allen wants to go too~” 

“Elena too~” 


I was thinking of going back to the Ruven mansion and asking Rebecca-san to take 
care of the kids, but the kids were vehemently against it. 


“Didn’t want you to return home early so you could see Rebecca-san soon?” 
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«a 


Can see Obaa~sama anytime!”” 
Allen and Elena spat out clearly. 
Well, even if we come home late tonight, we are sure to see her tomorrow morning. 


“Oh? What, are you pipsqueaks going too?” 


«a yy 


Going~ 
“Alright, let’s go then.” 
“"Oh~ 17772 


The children and Evan-san had become good friends, so the three of them were about 
to leave the guild already. 


“Let us go too, Takumi-san.” 

“Right.” 

I started to follow after Scott-san, but Meredith-san stopped me in a hurry. 
“O, oi! Wait a moment please!” 

“What is the matter, Meredith-san? Did something happen to the child?” 


The Pastel Rabbit he was holding in one hand was very obedient, but from the way 
Meredith-san was panicking, I wondered if something had happened to it. 


“No, that’s not it! I’m going too!” 

“N? Erm... for a drink?” 

It seems he wasn’t talking about Pastel Rabbit. 

He had heard that we were going out for a drink and wanted to join us. 


“Old man, you finally got hold of what you wanted, so quickly return home.’ 
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“Getting a Pastel Rabbit for that amount of money is making me pained! At least let 
me buy you a drink!” 


“You don't really have to mind it.” 
“No, but...” 
Apparently, he was concerned about the Pastel Rabbit’s minimal request fee. 


“Old man, I really think you don’t have to mind it so much. This fellow might look like 
a newcomer, but he’s definitely not one, and he earns way more than you.” 


“..Evan-san, please stop right there. You thought I was a newcomer!?” 


“N? Well, I heard that you just came of age. That usually means that you are a newcomer, 
right? Well, you can't really be called a newcomer, can you?” 


..Ah, come to think of it, the rumors said that “Setsuna” was young, so he probably got 
the wrong idea of how old I am because of it. 


“It’s my fault for not correcting you first, but... it’s the truth that I am a relatively new 
adventurer, but I’m already over 20 years old, okay?” 


“Haah!?” 
“Eh?” 


Evan-san let out an exaggerated voice of surprise, while Scott-san opened his eyes 
wide in silence. Was it that unexpected? 


“Seriously? You are not joking?” 
“I wouldn't say a joke like that.” 
“I thought that your speech and conduct were proper, but your appearances suggest 
you are similar in age to the orphan kids... like the fellows from the Black Cat, so I 


thought the rumors must have been the truth!” 


I thought that I was obviously a senior to Kane-kun and his Black Cat party members, 
but... is my self-evaluation different from the evaluation of others? 
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“Well, lets stop talking about my age for now. Meredith-san, I don't really need 
compensation, so let’s see~... how old is your daughter, Meredith-san?” 


“She will be seven this year...” 
“Then, please give my children an opportunity to play with your daughter.” 
“Huh?” 


“These kids accompany me wherever I go, so they don’t have any friends over here. 
That’s why, please let them play together the next time.” 


“I, I have no problem with that, but...” 
“It’s decided then. I will get back to you soon~” 


I decided on a price on my own, forcibly made Meredith-san agree, and quickly moved 
to the cafeteria attached to the inn where Evan-san and Scott-san were staying. 


“Here it is, thank you for waiting.” 


When we ordered the recommended dishes and drinks, the drinks were brought out 
first. 


“Alcohol.” 

There were three large glasses of ale and two smaller glasses of fruit water. 

However, from the children’s perspective, the glasses of fruit water were behind the 
ale. So when they saw what was placed on the table, the children, who didn't like 
alcohol, looked disappointed. 


I hate alcohol.” 


“There’s no need for you two to drink it, alright! Rather, you cannot drink it, you two 
have your fruit water! It’s over here!” 


Evan-san and Scott-san who were watching our exchange chuckled. 


“Haha, you hate alcohol?” 
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“Is not delish~” 
“Is bitter~” 
“Your impressions suggest that you tried drinking it before.” 


“They had a taste when I had taken my eyes off of them. Even though I had warned 
them not to do it.” 


““Ahahaha~”” 


When I told them what had happened before, Evan-san and Scott-san started laughing 
and the twins pouted. 


”Muu~’”” 
Allen and Elena suddenly rose from their chairs and picked up the glasses with ale. 


“Allen, Elena, I don’t think you are going to drink, but... what are you doing with the 
ale?” 


Then, the twins turned away from us. 
“Ou? What is it?” 


“What is it, young lad and lass. Do you need something from us?” 


«a z» 
. 


Will give to you 
0 HA 


Allen and Elena turned towards the adventurers dining at the table next to ours and 
presented the glasses to them. 


“Pipsqueaks!? What are you doing!?” 


un n»n» 


No need for alcohol~ 
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“Nonono, that’s ours, okay!?” 


«a yy 


I dunno~ 


Allen and Elena left the ale on the table next to them and returned to their seats as if 
nothing had happened. 


“Allen, Elena, are you trying to get back at them for laughing at you?” 

N~? I dunno?” 

Apparently, they hadn’t thought of doing this as payback or anything in particular. 
“Oi, Evan, can we drink this~” 

“Hahaha, you got your ale confiscated by kids, how funny!” 


“Shuddup.” 


The adventurers at the table next to ours seemed to know Evan-san and Scott-san and 
they were laughing as hard as they could. 


“Ah~ you can have that ale.” 
“Ou, thanks Lil’ bro. We won't be holding back then.” 
I gave them the ales to drink, and ordered another batch. 


Ordering more alcohol~?”” 


“Look, Evan-san got laughed at too, so it’s fine already, no?” 


a wy 


N~ I guess~ 


The children seemed to be in a good mood and tasted the fruit water with a nonchalant 
look on their faces. 
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CHAPTER 293 
PARTY 


“Here you go, guys. Your food and extra ale.” 
“’Food~!”” 

“Eat a lot~” 

“Yeah!” 

When the food arrived, the children’s faces lit up. 
“Can we eat~?”” 
“Sure, go ahead.” 


Yay~! Thank you!” 


They asked for my permission, and when they also saw Evan-san and Scott-san no in 
approval, the twins started eating immediately. 


“Lad, Lass.” 
Nniyu?”” 

“Won't you treat us as well?” 

“I would like one too!” 

As they began to eat, the adventurers around the cafeteria called out to them. 


“ Treat~? What does that mean?”” 


“It means to buy something for someone else.” 
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«a wy 


Isee~ 
“Or rather, don’t crowd around the kids, you guys.” 


After Evan-san explained to the children who were tilting their heads because they 
didn’t understand the word “treat”, he also warned the others. 


“It’s you or Scott paying anyway, right?” 

“Yeah, yeah.” 

It seems that they were trying to appeal to Evan-san and Scott-san from the beginning. 
“Allen will treat you~” 

“Elena can too~” 

(Eh!?) 


However, the twins easily acknowledged and the adventurers around were stunned 
by their reaction. 


“Allen, Elena? I think everyone was joking when they said that, you know?” 


Was relied on~!”” 


“N? Ohh~ You were happy to be asked to treat them because they were relying on you 
that way?” 


Yeah?” 
It seems they were happy to be asked, even in jest. 


In addition, they immediately rummaged through their pouches and took out their 
leather bags containing money. 


“Oy, Takumi. I don’t need to guess, but are they taking out their money right now?” 


“That seems to be the case.” 
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“Nono, stop spacing out and stop them!” 
“Well, isn’t it alright?” 
“Takumi!?” 


I thought it would be a good opportunity for them to experience something like this, 
so I kept my mouth shut and watched what happened next. 


“Onii~chan.” 
“How much is alcohol~?” 


“N? Let me see? It’s 20G each.” 


u» wy 
. 


Erm... one~ two~ three~.. 


When the children heard the price of the ale, they also started counting the number of 
people. 


» 
! 


“Wait a moment! 


“W, well, we are happy about your thoughts, but we really can’t be treated by kids, can 
we... l, look, eat your meal before it gets cold, alright?” 


The adventurers, realizing that the children were serious, rushed to stop them. 
Ten people?”” 


“Twenty...” 


“Times ten...” 


u» y” 
. 


Erm... two hundred 
“Oh, correct! Then, what’s 200G in coins?” 
“”2 Silver coins!”” 


“Correct again!” 
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wy 
~ 


Yay 


Unexpectedly, the study of mathematics showed up, and the kids got the two-digit 
multiplication right, even though it was a simple number. 


“That's the children’s older brother, right? Why is he so carefree in this situation?” 
“He’s doing a calculation lesson now.” 

“Rather than that, the kids are totally serious about treating us. What do we do?” 
“What do we do, you ask... what do we do?” 

The people around were whispering but let’s not mind it. 

ony” 


“N? What is it?” 


(CEL wy 


Have no Silver coins~ 
“Huh, you don’t?” 


When the amount of money was counted, the children looked in their leather bags 
again, but they were too sullen after looking and made disappointed noises. 


Apparently, they didn’t have any Silver coins on them. Hmmm, | thought I had given 
them all the coins. 


“As expected, even Takumi wouldn't let kids carry that much money!” 
“Can we use Gold coins instead?” 

“Wait a moment! Oy, Takumi!! Why are you making the kids carry Gold coins!!” 
Evan started to get even angrier, surprised that the kids were carrying gold coins. 
“Why, you ask... just in case something happened?” 


“If you let them have that much money, they will get kidnapped or attacked instead!” 
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“Stop joking~ There’s no way they would get kidnapped with me around~ Besides, 
even if something were to happen, my kids will be vigilant before it happens, and even 
repel the threat if possible.” 


I’m not worried at all about kidnapping, even if we do get separated, and I’m sure they 
will fight off any attack. Ah, no, I can’t say that there were no kidnappings happening 
recently, can I? They got kidnapped by gryphons and the Crystal Elk, after all~ 


Hey, hey, are Gold coins okay~?”” 

“I don’t think there would be a problem, but... let’s exchange.” 
“Exchange?” 

“It means to split the money into smaller amounts.” 
Split? Make them smaller?” 

“Cut in half?” 

“Or break?” 


“Nono, not like that!?” 


When the children heard the word “split”, they thought of breaking or cutting the coins 
to make them physically smaller. 


“Exchanging one Gold coin for ten Large Silver coins, or one Large Silver coin for ten 
Silver coins, is called money exchange.’ 


“’Ohh~ let’s exchange!”” 
“Then, let’s exchange 1 Gold coin for 9 Large Silver coins and 10 Silver coins.” 
Okay!” 


Allen and Elena each offered me a gold coin, and I gave them the proper amount of 
Silver and Large Silver coins. 


“Alcohol.” 
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“Ten times.” 
a 


Please!”” 


The children grabbed a Silver coin each and smilingly ordered some ale from the 
mistress. 


“Hey, you guys! What do you think you are doing, asking these kids for alcohol!?” 
“No, no, we were just kidding!” 


“Yeah, yeah. Well, we thought we’d get a chance to get Evan to buy us drinks, but we 
didn’t mean to rip off the kids!” 


The mistress scolded the adventurers, and they were all overwhelmed. 
Is fine! Our treat!” 

“Mistress, there’s no problem so let the kids do as they like.” 

“If you, their guardian, says it’s fine then I have no problem. Are you sure, though?” 
“Yes, please do as they say.” 

“Alright. It’s ale for everyone then.” 


Please!”” 


After this, we became friends with the adventurers and we all partied together. 
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CHAPTER 294 
HOUSE COMPLETION 


“Oh, really?” 


The next morning, after bringing home the children who had fallen asleep at the party, 
we were eating breakfast with Rebecca-san when she told us something. 


“Wow~ the house is finished~?”” 

“Fufu. I wonder, he only said to come to see it, so it might be finished.” 

“Wah~ they worked fast~” 

He called us to come and see the portable house we had ordered. 

“Are you going right away?” 

“Yeah. I'd like to see it immediately.” 

That being the case, we immediately went to where the house was being built. 
”Ohhh~””” 

Usually, a house is built where you live, but in our case, we won't live where it is built, 
so I rented land owned by the Ruven family and had it built there. When we got there, 
we saw two houses, and the kids and I couldn't help but shout in admiration. 

“Ou, young fella, you came.” 

“Hello, Ivano-san.” 


”Hello~”” 


Perhaps because he heard our voices, Ivano-san, the head of the workshop, came out 
from inside the house he had built. 
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“Is it finished already?” 


“All that’s left is a consultation with you and the finishing touches. It was an amusing 
job, so we progressed quickly. Well, go check it out.” 


“Yes!” 

“Let’s check the hut first. Follow me.” 

Ivano-san led us into the resting hut. A young man was in the midst of cleaning. 
“Huh, Chief? Aren't you finished with your... n? Who are these people?” 

“They are the owners.” 

“Eh, the owners? So young! Ain’t he younger than I!?” 

“You are being nosy, Tom!” 

“No, I mean!” 


“Not only is he younger than you, but he also earns more than you as well. You are 
hindering my explanation, so go wait outside the hut!” 


Ivano-san chased the hesitating young man—Tom-san, out of the hut. 
“Sorry about our youngster nosiness.” 
“No, it’s fine.” 


“Well then, let me explain. As you can see, we have kept it monotonous, with no clutter, 
just a table, and chairs. What do you think?” 


“It looks really nice!” 
It was simple, but very carefully constructed. 


“Onii~chan look, look!” 


“There are chairs for Allen and Elena!” 
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“Whoah, it’s true!” 


In the center of the hut was a rectangular table with three chairs on each side. And 
two of the chairs had high seats with armrests. They were definitely made for children. 


“You took the trouble to make these?” 


“I wouldn’t say they were trouble to make. Oh, if you don’t like them, then we can 
exchange them for normal chairs, too.” 


“No, thank you very much. As you can see, the children are very happy about them.” 
The children immediately sat down on the chairs to see how comfortable they were. 


I usually put thick cushions on the chairs to adjust the height, but even without them, 
the chairs seemed to be just right for the height of the table. 


“You can't change the height, so they won't work when the kids get older.’ 


“That's nota problem. But since they are replaceable, do you have spare chairs?If so, I 
would like those too.” 


“I will make you pay for those too, you know?” 

“But of course.” 

I had no complaints about the hut, so we moved on to the transferable relaxation house. 
“We already put the carpet in, so take off your shoes.” 

“ Okay~”” 


After Allen and Elena took off their shoes, they walked into the house as if they were 
ready to jump in. 


“Wow~ it has a good atmosphere.” 


The walls were made of light brown wood, the floor had light gray carpet with short 
hair, a cream-colored sofa and a low table. The room was generally bright, with the 
sun shining through a large window. 
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“Since you didn’t tell me what colors you preferred, I decided to go with a bright, 
soothing color.” 


“Thank you very much. It’s good this way, and we could create a different kind of 
atmosphere by using curtains and some small accessories, too.” 


It looked good as it was, and it looked like it could easily be modified. 


«ay 


The bed is amazing! So huge!” 


The children, who had been looking around the house, opened the door to the 
bedroom and exclaimed in admiration. 


“Lemme see? Ohh, it really is big.” 


u» 


We can all sleep together!”” 
“Indeed.” 


The bed, which took up more than half of the room, looked impressive, but it was 
exactly as requested. 


“It was our first time making a bed that wasn’t simply big but took half the size of the 
room. Does it meet your expectations, young fella?” 


“Oh my~ I cannot really complain.” 
“Gahahaha. I’m glad to hear that.” 
The kids jumped into bed and enjoyed the soft mattress. 


“How is it, Allen, Elena?” 


u» wy 


Very good~ 
“Looks like they like it.” 


“Tm glad to hear that. Oh, by the way, here are the sizes of the sheets and covers. If you 
want a spare, you can use it to order them. If you want a spare immediately, you can 
go to the store two doors down from my workshop, “The Little Blue Bird’, and give 
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them my name, and they will make it for you.” 


Ivano-san seemed to have a bold personality, but he was also very considerate. The 
chair, the atmosphere of the room, and even the size of the bed! 


“Ivano-san, this is the best! Thank you.” 

After that, we also checked the bathroom and toilet and were briefed on the magical 
equipment that had been installed, but there was nothing in particular that we wanted 
to have fixed, so we received both the hut and the house that day. 

“Uoh, you really can carry it!” 

“Nono, I wouldn’t order it if I couldn't.” 

“Hearing about it and seeing it happen before my eyes are two different things.” 

After surprising Ivano-san by putting the house in the Infinite Storage, we went to the 
workshop to pay the rest of the bill, and then we immediately visited the Little Blue 
Bird. 

“Hello.” 

“"Hello~”” 

“Yes, yes, welcome.’ 


When we entered the store, we were greeted by a man who was a little older than me. 


I thought it was unusual to be greeted by a male shopkeeper, since most of the sewing 
and costume stores | had been to were staffed by women. 


“I was introduced by Ivano-san and I would like to order some sheets and duvet 
covers.” 


“Are they perhaps the larger ones that Ivano-san asked for before?” 
“Yes, that’s probably it.” 


When I showed the note I received from Ivano-san, it seemed to be the same one the 
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male shopkeeper had imagined, and he gladly accepted my order. So I ordered a set of 
sheets and a duvet cover in navy blue, light blue, green, gray, and cream, in addition to 
white, and I also ordered curtains. 

“Is there anything else?” 


“ Onii~chan?”” 


“N? What is it, is there something you want?” 


«ay I wy 
. 


You see, you see 
“We want clothes.” 

“With ears we can wear outside now.” 

ETT iissa clothes with ears to wear outside? And right now? 

“What we have is only for when it’s cold.” 

“And sleep.” 

“Ah, now that you mention it... is that so?” 

Speaking of clothes with animal-ear hoods, they have a poncho coat and stuffed animal 
pajamas for sleeping. What could they wear now, would be either a thin cardigan or a 
hoodie, I guess? 

“Excuse me. Do you also offer tailoring services here?” 


“Yes, of course.” 


“Then, could you make us a thin cardigan for the kids to wear? A hooded one. I would 
also like for animal ears to be attached to the hood.” 


“Animal ears... is it?” 
“Something like this.” 


The shopkeeper looked at me strangely, so I took out a coat from the Infinite Storage 
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and showed it to him as a sample. 

“And so, what kind of animal ears would you like?” 
“Vector’s.” 

“Mile’s.” 


When I asked the children what they wanted, the names of the Contracted Beasts came 
up. 


Joule and Feat are imitated on the coat, and some sleepwear costumes imitate birds, 
so if that’s Bolt, then the only ones remaining would be Vector and Mile. 


“Erm?” 


“Ah~ they are talking about a Scarlet King Leo and a Forest Rat... would it be too 
difficult?” 


“I can use something similar for the colors, but...” 
“I thought so.” 


Mile’s could be made simply by attaching long ears, but when it comes to Verctor~ 
The mane would be a bit difficult. 


“Then a green one with long ears in the style of a Forest Rat. And if you can’t do amane 
for the red one, we will do just with the round ears on it. Can I order two of each?” 


“Yes, for sure.” 


He said he could do it all in a few days, so I made the order, and we left the store. 
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CHAPTER 295 
FRESH INTERACTION 


The next day, I wanted to test the house I had just received and decided to accept a 
request. 


«a wy 


Request~ request~ 
“Oh~ ain't this the young laddie and lassie?” 


After we entered the Adventurer’s Guild and were about to go see the request board, 
a man we had made friends with at the drinking party approached us. 


» 
! 


‘Tm not laddiemon! I am Allenmon 
“Tm not lassiemon! I am Elenamon!” 

“O, ou. I got it.” 

Alrighty!” 

But the children didn’t like the way he called them, so they made him correct it. 


And so, what’s up, Ojichan?”” 


The children called the adventurer——Cody-san, “Ojichan,” but it was Cody-san who 
told them to call him that. 


“Ojichan heard that you two came to receive a request, so I came over.” 
“Yeah, that’s right! What about you, Ojichan?”” 
“Ojichan has a day off.” 


un 


You don’t have a job~? Are you okay? We can treat you, you know~?”” 


traitorAIZEN 72 |195 


“Ugh!” 

Cody-san averted his gaze at the children’s words. 

When the children learn new words such as “treat”, they want to use it... or rather, they 
already used it several times on him. It’s not that they are making fun of him, but the 
person they are talking to seems to have the word stuck in their mind. 

“N, no, l'm fine~” 


Is that so?” 


“Ou, even I told you that, Ojichan changed his schedule and decided to take on a 
request now!” 


Cody-san seemed to change his opinion and decided to go to work. 
“Cody-san, it’s best to rest properly if you have been trying to take it easy.” 


“Ah, yes, I suddenly got an urge to work, it’s all right. That being the case, you guys be 
careful out there~” 


Cody-san went to look at the request board in a hurry. 
”He’s gone?” 

“Indeed. Let’s go, if we don’t hurry, there won't be any good request left for us, right?” 
’Ohh~!”” 

“Then, Allen will also hurry!” 

“Elena too! Oniichan too!” 

“Yesyes. Now then, are there any good requests, I wonder?” 


“Are there, I wonder~?”” 


Pulled by both hands by Allen and Elena, we also moved to look at the request forms 
and examine them. 
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u» 


Onii~chan, that one~?”” 


“N? Which one?” 


ay I wy 
. 


Erm, Battle Horse subjugation 
(Wait a moment!) 


Nniyu?”” 


As soon as the children read out the contents of the request form, several voices from 
the surrounding area stopped them. 


“Battle Horses are B-rank!” 
“That's right, that’s right. It’s too dangerous, so don’t do it.” 


“Choose a safer request. Okay?” 


When I looked at the faces of the people who had raised their voices, all of them were 
male adventurers that we had met at the drinking party the other day. 


It seems that they were trying to stop the children from accepting a request with a 
high degree of difficulty. 


“Is this one bad idea~?”” 

(Don't do it!) 

”Ehh~”” 

Allen and Elena let out voices of frustration as they were fiercely opposed by everyone. 


Onii~chan! Everyone is a bully!” 


“Fufu, they are being worried about you guys.” 


«a I wy 
. 


They are bulliesmon 


The children puffed up their cheeks discontentedly. 
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They were being stopped from doing what they wanted to do. People’s worries 
seemed to be mean to them. 


“N, no, you see...” 
Muu!” 

“We just...” 
“Hmph!” 


The men hurriedly tried to make up with the children, but the children turned away 
to avoid eye contact. 


“Geez~ listen to what they have to say Allen, Elena.” 
“But they are bullying us!” 

“Maybe they are trying to apologize for being mean?” 

Is that so?” 

Hearing my words, the children looked back at the men and tilted their heads. 
(...Ugh.) 


The men all choked on their words. 


Because if they retracted what the kids said about bullying them, it would mean they 
were allowing the Battle Horse request. 


Were we wrong?”” 
“N, no, that...” 

“After all...” 
”Muu~”” 


The children’s moods were getting worse again. 
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“Pffft.” 


“Takumi! What are you laughing in silence for! You are their guardian, so you should 
be persuading them instead!” 


“”Yeah, yeah | n»n 


I was secretly laughing at the sight of the men getting nervous because of the 
children’s attitude, but they noticed and got angry. 


“Ehh~ is there a need to persuade them?” 
“There is!” 

“Tm going with them you know? I am.” 
(...Ah!) 


When we were drinking, it was unintentionally leaked that I was “Setsuna”, so I quickly 
reminded them of that. 


The men looked at me for a moment... unsure of what I was saying, but then they 
realized what I was trying to say and raised their voices. 


“Now that you reminded me! I forgot all about it because you have no dignity on your 


» 
! 


face 
“Yeah. Takumi, you should be making a crisper expression!” 

“No, there won't be any change even if he does that because of his age.” 
“Hey!? Why is everyone bullying me now!?” 

For some reason, the stray bullets came flying my way. 


“We were dangerously close to getting hated by the kids, ya know! Remind us faster 
next time!” 


“Seriously. I had no idea what to do when they averted their gazes.” 
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“T almost cried!” 


I got blamed even more strongly. 


u» wy 


Hey~ 
“Don’t! nn 
“Bully.” 


“Our Onii~chan.” 


This time, when the kids thought I was being bullied by the guys, they stood between 
me and them with the corners of their eyes raised. 


In fact, they were not blocking anyone! 


Seeing these children, the men who had been making the noise subsided at once and 
hurriedly turned their faces to each other in a circle. 


“The hell is that. That ‘Don’t’!” 

“That was so powerful.” 

“Getting scolded by little kids is somewhat refreshing, isn’t it?” 

“It felt nice.” 

They seemed to be discussing their impressions of getting scolded by the kids? Their 


opinions? But there was clearly someone strange mixed in. I decided to treat that 
person as a person to watch out for in the future. 
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CHAPTER 296 
THEY ARE ALL WORRIERS 


“You are being too noisy!” 


Noah-san, the Adventurer’s Guild Master, heard the commotion and came to the hall 
from his office. 


“What’s this? Takumi are you in trouble? 
“Nono, that’s not it.” 


Maybe it was because | was at the center of the commotion, or maybe it was my fault... 
or rather, it seemed like I was being quarreled with. 


“Then, what is this ruckus about?” 


“Erm... how do I explain this? This is the result of everyone worrying for the children, 
I guess?” 


“Haah?” 


Noah-san made a... I don’t get it face at my explanation. 


«a yy 


You see, you see~ 
“Everyone is saying~” 
“That this request is.” 
“Out of question~!”” 


Allen and Elena turned to Noah-san, who is tilting his head, and before I realized it, 
they showed him the Battle Horse request form in their hands. 


“N? A Battle Horse request?” 
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“Yeah | wy 


“You want to accept this? N~ that is a swift and considerably strong monster, but... 
well, it should pose no threat to Takumi and you guys, no?” 


Yeah | yy 


The children showed a big smile. I’m sure they were happy that Noah-san gave them 
a fair evaluation. 


The men who were opposed to the idea looked awkward when they saw the children’s 
smiles. 


“I see, so these guys were opposed to accepting this request. You guys should quickly 
select your own requests and get to work! I won't tell you not to worry about other 
people, but worry about yourselves first.” 


Noah-san was like a knight in shining armor, urging the men around him. 


“I even heard about the kids treating you to a drink! Don’t be so pathetic and go earn 
your own money!” 


a PINIA 
. 


“W, why does Master know of this...” 


“Everything that happens in the town can be seen by the eyes ofa third party. Of course 
it will spread quickly. And if it’s about adventurers, I will be the first to hear about it.” 


Wow~ So Noah-san has already heard about the drinking party the other day~ Gossip 
and that kind of information spreads really fast, doesn’t it? 


a l wy 
. 


Is fine! Will treat you again 
(1) 
(Pfft!) 


The children, who couldn't read the atmosphere, said a few words to finish the job. The 
men who opposed accepting the Battle Horse request hung their heads in dejection. 
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In addition, the adventurers who had been watching us from a distance laughed out 
loud. Noah-san also turned his face away and laughed. 


The laughter spread for a while, but when it subsided, Noah-san sent the dejected men 
off to work, so each started choosing a request. When things had calmed down, Noah- 
san spoke to me again. 


“Takumi, you are their guardian, so you ought to stop them.” 
“Stop them from doing what?” 
“What, you ask... various things?” 


“No, which one is it? Rather, I don’t recall them doing something that required me to 
stop them recently.” 


I’m sure there was no problem with buying people a drink or with the request we want 
to accept. 


“You guys stand out even when you are acting normal, so don’t do anything that 
deviates too much from that. You are going to get tangled up in things even more easily 
than you already are.” 


It cannot be helped that we stand out since not many adventurers bring children to 
the Adventurer’s Guild with them, but to tell me not to deviate too much... I don’t try 
to? The Crystal Elk event that happened the other day has been concealed by us exactly 
for that reason, you know? 


Ah, come to think of it, I was wondering if I should report to Velio-san about the Crystal 
Elk antlers so much that I forgot to report it~ I should probably report it, right? 


“Takumi... why are you tilting your head?” 


“Tm doing my best to avoid deviating from normal to the best of my ability~... or so I 
thought.” 


“You have no self-awareness, huh.” 
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When I honestly told him I had no recollection of what he meant, Noah-san let out a 
sigh. 


“Oh well. Report to me as soon as it happens, even if it’s something trivial.” 
“Pardon me?” 
“Why are you still tilting your head?” 


“Well~ if there was a big problem, I will report it for sure, but... are trivial things 
something to report?” 


“You must definitely report it!” 
“Ehh~” 


Normally, you wouldn't report something trivial to the Guild Master, would you? But 
Noah-san says to report even the slightest thing. 


“If anything happens to you, the Ruven family is most likely going to act. Rather, they 
are going to act. If that happens, dealing with them would be too difficult. Therefore, 
no matter how big of a deal it is, I would like to deal with it before they act, so I’m 
telling you to report to me.” 


It’s sad that I can’t deny it. 


Noah-san is right, if something happens to us, there’s a... possibility that the Ruven 
family will act. If the Feudal Lords family acts... let’s not think about it now. 


“T will be careful.” 


“Honestly, I’m not worried about the business relationships. I want you to be very 
careful with your personal relationships.” 


“Yes, yes~” 


After the conversation with Noah-san, the excited children and I made the necessary 
arrangements for the Battle Horse request and headed for the mountains. Once we 
were deep in the mountains, we called out Joule and the other Contracted Beasts and 
asked them to look for places where the Battle Horses might be. We soon founda place 
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that looked like a habitat. 
(N~ there is a lingering scent around here, but no presence~) 
“Not here~?”” 


(Indeed. But the scent has not faded yet, so I’m pretty sure this is where it lives. It is 
most likely away only for now.) 


However, we couldn't find the Battle Horse. 
Joule and Feat sniffed the area and carefully searched the surroundings. 


(Battle Horses are supposed to move in herds, right? However, there is no evidence of 
it here. Aniue, what are the contents of the request this time?) 


“The Battle Horse here is apparently a stray.’ 
(Niichan, by a stray, do you mean there is only one? Was it driven out of the herd?) 


“There is a possibility of that, but it doesn’t have to be that either. According to the 
information from the eyewitness, it has got a rough temperament and left the herd on 
its own.” 


(I see! So it left the herd, went on a rampage, and got a subdue request on itself?) 
“That's it.” 


As Bolt, Vector and Mile wanted to confirm the details of this request, so I gave them 
the information I had. 


“If its habitat is here, then it will surely be nearby. Let’s look around here for now.’ 


“(((((veah~)))))™ 


We could also wait for the Battle Horse to come back, but just as we were about to 
leave and search together, Vector stopped us for some reason. 


(Niichan, Niichan!) 
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“What is it, Vector?” 
(Niichan, cook a meal here! For the dungeon!) 


I had promised the kids that we will go to an advanced-level dungeon next time. Vector 
seems to want me to make some pre-made food for that occasion. 


“You know, Vector, we have enough food for the dungeon already.” 


(How!? We will be gone for days next time we go to a dungeon, right? We will need 
more food, right!) 


“We basically cook food on the spot even in dungeons, right? Pre-made food is meant 
to be eaten when you are in a place where you can't cook, or when you are moving 


around and have no time to cook. That’s why, we don’t have to prepare for every meal.” 


Well, the Infinite Storage allows unlimited preservation, so there’s no problem with 
having a lot, though. 


(Ahh, I forgot!) 
(You are too forgetful, Vector!) 
(But, Niisama, isn’t it true that the more food you have in storage, the better?) 


“That's true, but I would like to stroll around with everyone today. Is that no good?” 


(((((Of course not!))))) 


u» y” 
. 


Let’s go together 


I don’t mind cooking, but if I say I want to be with everyone, they won't refuse. Was I 
too cunning this time around? 


traitorAIZEN 83 | 195 


CHAPTER 297 
NEW ATTACKS 


un wy 


Where is it, where is it~ 


(It’s not here, huh~ I thought it would be easy to find, since it’s supposedly acting 
violent~) 


Ah?” 

“I found Clen over there~” 

“And there was Shui over here~” 

After an early lunch, the kids and I started to take a leisurely stroll, but we couldn't find 
any Battle Horses, or even any sign of them, so we just wandered around. However, 
the kids were not just walking around, as Allen and Elena were working on gathering 
medicinal herbs while walking in the lead with Joule. 

(Fufu, both Allen-chan and Elena-chan are so diligent~) 

“Truly. Even though they don’t need to look for herbs right now~” 

(It’s not like they are forcing themselves, so isn’t it just fine?) 


(That’s right! I think it’s better to be fruitful than just walk around!) 


While I was following behind leisurely with Feat, Bolt and Mile, we were still collecting 
medicinal herbs on the way. 


(Fufu, aren’t you doing the same as the children, Niisama?) 
“Haha~ I get the feeling of needing to pick them when they enter my sight.” 


Leaving them after catching a sight of them... that’s not possible. Do I have a poor 
man’s mentality? 
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(Allen-chan and Elena-chan without a doubt resemble you, Niisama.) 
(I have no doubts about that.) 
(No doubts at all!) 


Are you saying that the reason why Allen and Elena are always collecting herbs is 
because of my behavior? Their actions are similar to mine because we are together for 
so long? 

“I have to be careful so that my bad traits don’t stick on them then.” 


(Oh my, you have bad traits, Niisama?) 


“Of course, I do. It’s difficult to answer, but... it’s not to the point where it makes me 
angry, but people often point out that I’m overdoing things too much.” 


(Aniue, I don’t think there’s anything wrong about having that pointed out.) 


(That’s right! It’s just that the people around you haven't been able to keep up with 
you!) 


“-Heeh~” 
Feat, Bolt, and Mile followed up kindly. 


But you see~ does that mean that if I behave myself, they won't point it out anymore? 
I don't feel like it... I must investigate further. 


“Oh, by the way, how far did Vector go?” 
(Oh my, Niisama. You have changed the subject so blatantly.) 


When I tried to forcefully change the subject by mentioning Vector, who was out 
wandering as usual, after saying he was going to look for some meat, Feat smiled. 


“Let me change it.” 
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(Fufu, as you wish.) 


It’s okay for now, but in the future, I might not be able to keep my head above water 
against Feat~ 


(Niichan!) 

(My, he returned.) 

“Indeed.” 

While talking about him, Vector returned. 

(I brought down the Battle Horse!) 

ee (CCC) eae 

He was holding the Battle Horse’s remains in his mouth. 
AW” 


Seeing Vector happily return, Allen and Elena, who had been working so hard to find 
the Battle Horse, were disappointed. 


(Even though Allen and Elena worked so hard to find it! Why are you snatching the 
two’s enjoyment!) 


(That’s right, Vector. You always do as you please! Be a bit more obedient for once!) 
(I won't cover for you this time.) 

(No meal for you, Vector!) 

(Eh, eeeeehhh!!) 


He was reprimanded by the other four animals and seemed depressed, but he seemed 
to be most shocked by Mile’s words. 


(I’m remorseful! Please don’t take away my meal~~~) 
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As I thought, Vector hated the thought of not having a meal. 

“Allen, Elena, what do you want to do?” 

“Muu.” 

When I checked with Allen and Elena if they wanted to forgive him or not, the two 
puffed out their cheeks. They were obviously angry, but their faces could only be 


described as cute. 


(Allen, Elena, I’m really sorry. I will be more careful in the future, so please forgive 
me~~~) 


(Waa~~~h.) 

Vector appealed very hard, but the children silently looked in the other direction. 
It seems that unusually, the children’s anger was not subsiding. 

(Alle~n, Elena~) 

Hmph!” 

(Waa~~~h.) 


Vector walked around to get the twins to look at him, but they quickly turned away 
again. 


Vector was totally crying now. 

“N? The two's faces...” 

(Yeah, Allen and Elena’s faces are grinning.) 
(Fufu. Are they perhaps teasing Vector?) 


(It seems that way. They are pretending to be angry.) 
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(Good! Do it more!) 
The moment they turned away from Vector, the kids’ faces were definitely smiling. 


However, by the time the Vector came around again, they were making pretend angry 
expressions. 


“But, he’s now the pitiful one. If that happened to me, I would definitely cry.” 

(Ah~ yes, I would, too.) 

I don’t want to think about it, but if I was in Vector’s situation... I would cry for sure. 
Joule agreed and Feat, Bolt, Mile nodded in silence. 

“I would like to stop them, but... let’s wait for a little longer.” 


((((Agreed.)))) 


I thought about stopping them right away, but decided to leave them alone for a little 
while longer, as it was the perfect medicine for the overly free-spirited Vector. 


“Then, why don't we go looking for a camping site now?” 

(Yay~! We are staying the night here today!) 

(Aniue, should I look for a cave or something?) 

“As a matter of fact, I had a house built, so I thought of using that today.” 
(Oh my, you had a house built, Niisama?) 

(I want to see it soon!) 


Į put away the evidence of my request, the Battle Horse carcass, in the Infinite Storage 
and started preparing to move. 


“That being the case, Bolt, can you look for a place that is a bit in the open but out of 
the public eye?” 
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(Understood! I will find it right away!) 


Bolt left to find a good place immediately, in the meanwhile I stopped Allen and Elena 
who were pretending to be angry. 


“Allen, Elena, are you feeling satisfied enough? We are leaving.” 
“’ Okay~”” 

When I called out to them, the children replied cheerfully. 
(Ehh! What do you mean if they are feeling satisfied!?) 

“It seems that Allen and Elena were pretending with you.” 
(Pretending!? Eh, you guys were acting all this time!?) 
“Yeah!” 

Vector was taken aback by the rapid development. 


(That can’t be~ You are so heartless~) 


“No, I do think the twins were angry a bit there for real. They were trying their best to 
find the Battle Horse, after all.” 


(...Au~ I’m sorry.) 


un wy 


Yea, it’s fine now~ 
(Allen, Elena, I will reflect on this, so please don’t attack me like that again!) 
“Will think about it~” 

(My gosh~~~) 


The children’s newly learned mental attacks seemed to be quite unbearable, as Vector 
complained that he didn’t want to experience it ever again. 
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CHAPTER 298 
STAYING OVERNIGHT 


Bolt led the way, and we found a nice open space deep in the forest. 
“Ohh~ This place looks good. Thank you, Bolt.” 

(It was nothing. You can ask me of this anytime.) 

After patting Bolt, I took out the hut out of the Infinite Storage. 
(Huh? I thought it would be a bit bigger.) 


“This is a resting hut. I’m sure I will have everyone look for a place for the house in the 
future. So I thought I will have guys to check the sizes first.” 


(So it’s like that! We should memorize the sizes then.) 

Joule said that it was different from what he had imagined, but after listening to my 
explanation, he nodded his head as if he was convinced, and then checked the size of 
the hut carefully. 


(So this is a resting hut, Niisama?) 


“Yeah. I plan on using it when the children need to rest, or when we need to take a 
shelter from rain.” 


(I see, understood.) 


When I opened the door to show Feat the inside of the cabin, Joule and the others took 
turns checking it out, too. 


“This one is not so cozy, so just remember this one is for emergency use. And, this one 


» 


is—— 
I put the hut away in the Infinite Storage and took out the house this time. 
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The place Bolt found still had some margin of space left after the house was placed 
down. 


(Now this is a house! Ama~zing!) 

(Oh my, that’s quite a splendid home.) 

(Indeed. But, this seems it would be good even in a slightly narrower place.) 
(Ohh~ amazing, amazing!) 

(It’s wonderful!) 

“Now then, it’s a bit early, but let’s relax at home for the rest of the day. Come in.” 


“(((((Okay~)))))" 


Before entering, I cast Washing in all of us and we went in. 


(CEL n»n» 


I’m home~ 
(Oh, that’s nice. I’m home~) 


(((('m home~)))) 


“Haha, welcome home~” 
“’Onii~chan too, welcome home~”” 

“Yup, I’m home~” 

Just from the greeting, this already felt like “our home”. 
(Wow~ the interior looks good!) 

(It feels very relaxing.) 

(It has a bright, but very calming color scheme.) 

(Yep, yep, it’s calming~) 
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(It’s splendid!) 
Joule and the others began to relax in their favorite places. 


“I haven't arranged the furniture and decorations yet, so if there’s anything you want, 
just let me know. I personally would like a hanger rack to hang my undressed jacket.” 


I don’t have a place to put my undressed jacket, so I'll get one as soon as possible. 


I had no choice but to put it in the Infinite Storage for now, and then I sat together on 
the sofa with Allen and Elena. 


(N~ let’s see~ I would like a big cushion. A big one I could climb on!) 
(Ohh~ that sounds nice! I would like one too!) 


Joule and Vector wanted cushions. I would like a large cushion that I could lean on 
when sitting directly on the carpet, too. I also need a regular cushion for the sofa. 


(Aniue, could you make a place for me to stay on top of the hanger rack?) 
“I can have something made solely for your personal use, you know?” 


(Too many things would become obstructions in the room, so please make a place for 
me in the corner of the room.) 


“You don't really need to hold back so much~ But, thank you for your consideration. I 
will discuss this with the craftsmen.” 


(Yes!) 
Is ita hanger rack, or a hanger pole? No, a pole hanger? 


I wonder if I can get a type of hanger that has several branches on the main pole, and 
have one of the branches or the top of the pole be able to host Bolt? 


(Takumi Nii, I would like a step. This table is too steep for me to climb on!) 


a nn 
Ha! 
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(Thank you!) 


Allen and Elena hurriedly placed Mile, who was trying her best to climb, on top of the 
table. 


“I will have it ready soon.” 

(Please!) 

Something like a staircase that would allow Mile to climb easier? N~... maybe a 
personal chair would be a better choice? No, let’s go with both. I should have this made 
promptly. 

“Allen, Elena, Feat, what about you guys?” 


«ay nn 
N~? 


(Let’s see~ I can’t think of anything for now, I will let you know immediately if I come 
up with something.) 


“Yeah, will say!” 
“Roger that.” 


After relaxing for a while, I started to prepare dinner. 


“N~ what should I cook? Oh, let’s do steamed buns!” 


u» J?» 
. 


Steamed buns! Wanna eat 
(Oh, those you made in the dungeon before? Sounds good!) 
(That was delicious.) 

(Everything made by Aniue will surely be delicious.) 
(Steamed buns! Steamed buns!) 


(I wanna eat it, too!) 
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The first thing I did was to make a large amount of dough for wrapping using burst 
powder. 


While the dough was rising, the next step was to make the filling. I mixed ground meat 
with small pieces of bamboo shoots and shii mushrooms, and made two flavors, one 
based on shoyu and the other based on miso. 


“Next is...a seafood one made with shrimps or scallops would be nice, too.” 
That! Next one?” 


“Next one? N~ let’s see... a pizza, one with a tomato base with plenty of cheese. I could 
also do curry or red bean paste buns!” 


u» I wy 
. 


Let’s make everything 


When I listed the ingredients I could think of, the kids looked up at me with sparkling 
eyes. 


“Wrapping is difficult, you know?” 

“Will help~” 

“Let's make them~” 

“Well, yeah. It’s still early, so let’s get to it!” 

“Yeah!” 

The reason I made more dough was because | wanted to store it in the Infinite Storage 
for the next time, but I thought it would be better to store the finished buns so that we 


could eat them right away the next time. 


So, I made various flavors of ingredients and worked with the kids to wrap up more 
and more buns. 


“Now we just have to wait for them to steam.” 


I hadn't had a chance to use the steaming pot since I got it made, but I finally get to use 
it. 
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“Yeah, this should be enough.” 

“’Finished~ let’s eat quickly!” 

We steamed the buns in turns, watching them steam for about ten minutes! 

There were six kinds of buns: two kinds of meat buns, seafood buns, pizza buns, curry 
buns, and red bean paste buns. While I was waiting for them to be steamed, I also 
made a Chinese-style soup flavored with sesame oil, so it was quite a hearty meal. 


Hmm, even I can’t eat all the kinds, can I? 


“A half of each for Allen and Elena... would be still too much? How about having a third 
of each together with Mile?” 


Yeah” 

(Okay!) 

The total amount of food the children could eat would be about two whole buns each. 
Mile’s body is also small, so cutting the buns in thirds would make for the perfect 
amount for all three. 

(I want to eat one of each!) 

(Me too, me too!) 

“Roger that. Are you okay with one of each too, Feat?” 

(Niisama, is eating that much okay?) 

“Of course, it’s fine.” 

(Thank you, Niisama.) 

Joule, Vector, and Feat wanted one of each. 


“What about you, Bolt?” 


(I also want to try every kind, but as expected, I can’t eat that much.) 
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“Then, how about going half with me?” 
(Okay!) 


I also want to taste all the kinds, so I decided to share it with Bolt. 


(Nan~ t)” 


The kids groaned as they ate the steamed buns. Well, since everyone’s face was all 
warm and fuzzy, I guess it suited their palates. But for me, it felt a little thin and I 
thought the ingredients inside could be more strongly seasoned. 


After dinner, we all relaxed again, and at the end of the day, we unveiled the large bed 
and all slept together. 


It was a little funny to see that although the bed was spacious enough to use, the way 
we all squeezed into the middle like a bun filling was the same whether we were in 
the forest or at home. 
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IDLE TALK 14 
MY FRIEND DID IT AGAIN 


“Father, it’s Alfried. May I come in?” 
I, Alfried, had a business with my father, Tristan, the King of this country. 
“Yeah, I don’t mind.” 


“Excuse my intru——’ 


The moment I got permission and entered the room, I couldn't help but choke on my 
words. 


The reason for this was because in the room were not only my father, but also the 
Prime Minister Duke Ford, my brothers Austin and Felix, and even my great-uncle 


Lionel, all surrounding my father’s office desk. 


My mother, Grace, was also there, but she was sitting on a sofa some distance away, 
reading something. 


“Eh? You all here... what happened?” 
“Alfried, a letter from Takumi arrived.” 
While surprised, Elder brother Austin told me what was going on. 


Takumi is a young man who works as an adventurer with his younger siblings and is 
a friend of mine. It seems that Takumi has sent a letter. 


Takumi is a commoner, but he is a valuable person who treats me as a normal person 
without being more humble than necessary or trying to flatter me. Therefore, all of us 
in the family like Takumi and want to be close to him. 


Takumi, however, is a little out of the ordinary, and there is a fear that he might do 
something outrageous while he is out of sight. That’s why we told Takumi to write 
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letters periodically to give us a status report. It was more of an order from my mother 
than a request. 


So that means, is that the letter that she is reading so happily? 

“From Takumi? You are in quite a heavy mood for that, aren’t you?” 

“This was enclosed with the letter.” 

“Huh?” 

Father showed me a sealed envelope with the words “Top Secret” written on it. 
“What is this?” 

“That's what I have been discussing with everyone.” 


“What Grace is reading now, including the children’s letter, is well... I’m hesitant to call 
it ordinary, but the problem is the contents of this one.” 


What did Takumi do? 


It hasn't been that long since he and Elder brother Austin went to Crete, and now he’s 
acting in a way that’s hard to call normal? 


“Since this was inside in its own envelope, there’s a high probability that what is inside 
will be abnormal.” 


“Father, rather than saying that it’s a high probability, there is definitely something 
strange written on it.” 


Everyone averted their gazes after hearing Elder brother Felix’s interjection. 
“Tristan, we are not getting anywhere like this. Let’s look inside.” 

When Great-uncle urged Father to open the envelope, everyone nodded with consent. 
“Alright. Let’s open it.” 


We all gulped and focused on his hand as he opened the envelope. 
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“There seems to be a single piece of paper inside.” 
“What is written on it, I wonder?” 
“Alright, let me read it.” 


My father unfolded the paper and placed it on the desk with great force. As we were 
surroundings the table, we peeked at it all at once. 


—— [We were given Crystal Elk antlers, so we can send them over, if you need them. ] 


COV IDIDIDIDIDID 


When we read the words on the letter, we were all speechless. 


It was written in a very concise manner, so we knew what it said right away, but it took 
us a while to understand it. 


“This is way beyond unexpected...” 


“You know, Takumi, can easily propose something so outrageous without treating it as 
such.” 


“I was quite surprised about the Majesta leaf too, but to be able to surpass that...” 
My father and brother had distant looks on their faces. 


Crystal Elk antlers are a rare among rarerst of the commodities. In all honesty, it’s 
probably the one item that everyone desperately wants. 


“Takumi is indeed amusing.” 

“Lionel-sama, please don't leave it at amusing. This is not kind to my stomach.” 
“Why don’t you retire and hand me over your position then?” 

“That might be a good idea. I should have my son-in-law work hard.” 


Great-uncle looked amused, but the Prime Minister rubbed his belly with a tired look 
on his face. Moreover, he said something so unthinkable so readily. 
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“Tm sure Takumi wouldn't have touched the Crystal Elks even by mistake, but...” 


Crystal Elks are protected creatures, and it’s criminal to hurt them. Takumi’s 
knowledge seems to be one-sided, but... there’s no way he wouldn't know that, right?... 
Right? 


“Ah!” 

“What is it, Alfried?” 

“Elder brother, this letter has the word ‘given’ in it.” 

“Now that you mention it, it indeed does. Eh? Given? The Crystal Elk antlers?” 


“Are there any people that would readily hand over Crystal Elk antlers in their 
possession?” 


coy n»n» 


Even though I noticed the big detail, there was still too much confusion. 


“He couldn't possibly receive it from the Crystal Elks themselves, right... he couldn't, 
right?” 


“I won't deny the possibility. Takumi and the twins are beings that were accepted by 
wyverns and gryphons, after all. There’s a possibility that they were accepted by the 
Crystal Elks, too.” 


It’s a pretty insane imagination, but I feel like that’s the biggest probability! 
“That's probably it, isn’t it?” 

“Mother?” 

“The children’s letter says ‘We became friends with Mister Elk?” 

“Eh, really?” 


“Yeah, they also say that there were many of them. They probably received a lot of 
antlers, too~” 
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We all let out a deep sigh at Mother’s words. 


“Alfried, it’s still not too late. Why don’t you go to Takumi-san’s and accompany them 
on their travels?” 


“I don’t think I would be able to keep up, so I will pass.” 

“Oh my, how unfortunate.” 

I don’t know what Takumi and the twins are going to do next. I might enjoy myself if 
it was just for a few days, but I’m sure I'll be exhausted all the time if I accompanied 


them on a long journey. Furthermore, I don’t think I could handle such a big role. 


Takumi, please pull yourself together a little~ 
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CHAPTER 299 
CLOTH GOODS 


“Allen, Elena, we are going to the town to do some shopping today.’ 

“Shopping~?” 

“What we buying~?” 

When I told the kids what we were going to do today, they both tilted their heads. 


“Various things. Cushions and things for ourselves, moreover, Velio-san and Almeria- 
san’s child is about to be born, so we have to get them a congratulatory gift. There are 
a few things I considered in my possession, but I thought we could take look for 
something as we stroll around.’ 


“Yeah, will look~”” 


“Oh, and I’m going to look for something that would be a good wedding gift for Wald- 
sama, So let’s keep that in mind as we browse the stores.” 


“Oo y” 
. 


I took the kids to the shopping district to finish my own business first. 


un n»n» 


I know this place~ 
“You remember it?” 
Yeah” 

“It’s where we ordered!” 
“Vector and~” 

“Mile~” 
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“Correct!” 


The first place we visited was The Little Blue Bird. This is the store where I ordered 
bedsheets, curtains, and cardigans for the kids. 


“Hello. Is what we ordered ready to pick up?” 

“Welcome. Erm, about that...” 

“Is something the matter?” 

When I walked into the store, I was greeted by the same male shopkeeper who greeted 
me the last time I placed an order, and when I immediately asked him if my order was 


ready, he was hesitant to speak. 


The shopkeeper didn’t say when I would be able to pick up our order, so maybe the 
items I had ordered weren't ready yet. 


“Did we come too early?” 
“Uhm, I will bring the goods you ordered immediately, please wait a moment.” 
“Okay, I understand?” 


As I tilted my head, the shopkeeper went to the back of the store in a hurry. But, 
according to him, the order seemed to be ready. If so, what is the matter with him? 


“Thank you for waiting. Please confirm the goods.” 

I checked the items the shopkeeper had brought with over. 

There were several kinds of sheets, covers, and curtains. All of them were fine. 
“Ah, this one.” 

“Tm sorry.” 

The shopkeeper bowed his head in response to my words. 


I had ordered two cardigans for the kids, one green and one red, but there were only 
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green ones here. I guessed that meant the red cardigans were not ready yet. Anyway, 
I picked up the green cardigan that was folded and unfolded it, and the kids shouted 
with joy. 

“Ohh~ it’s Mile~”” 


“Heeh~ it looks nice.” 


The cardigan was made of a thin, airy fabric with about three-quarter sleeves, and the 
hood was exactly as ordered, with long, firm ears. 


“And so... about this one...” 


While we were happy with the green cardigan, the shopkeeper apologetically brought 
out a red cardigan from below the counter. 


“Huh, it’s ready then?” 

I took it and unfolded it to see that the red cardigan was made entirely of a fur-like 
material, with round ears on the hood. I thought a mane would be too difficult, but 
they seemed to have done a good job with the fur. 

”Ohhx it’s Vector~”” 

The children were delighted with this one as well. 

“Tm sorry. While I was pursuing Scarlet King Leo, I got sidetracked from your order...” 
“N?” 

“Umm, it can’t be called thin now, right? I’m sorry.” 


“Eh, that!? Nonono! It’s perfectly fine! This looks fantastic! The children are happy 
about it too, so please stop apologizing.” 


The shopkeeper wanted to apologize for not following the order to the dot. 


It’s true that the fuzzy fur looks warm, so it’s not suitable for summer. But it’s not that 
thick, so I guess this is for spring and fall. 
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“We are glad you were able to mimic it so far—— Right, Allen, Elena?” 


Yeah! This is very nice! Thank you!” 


The shopkeeper looked happy when we give our honest opinions. 


un Jra 
. 


Onii~chan, we wanna wear this! Will change 
“The green one?——Can they change here?” 
“Yes, we have a partition this way, so please change your clothes there.” 


There was a place that looked like a fitting area, so I took off the children’s clothes, put 
on their short-sleeved clothes, and then put on their green cardigans. 


When they were done, they put on their hoods and spun around on the spot. 
“Oh~ cute, very cute!” 

”Ehehe~”” 

The long ears don’t stand up straight exactly like Mile’s, but they’re still cute. 
It’s a little... reminiscent of the ears on my coat, though. 


“Thank you for the good job you did. So, no more apologies, please.” 


u» wy 


Thank you~ 
“Tm happy you like it.” 

The shopkeeper looked relieved once again. 

“Ah, yes. I'd like to order some more stuff, if that’s okay?” 

“Yes, if it’s all right with you, it’s fine with me.” 

“No problem at all. I’d like to order five cushions... erm, that are big enough to hold me 
for the sofa. And... three cushions for children to rest on. These I would prefer to be 


round, what do you think?” 
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After receiving the items I had ordered, I raised the next goods I wanted to order. 
“No problem. Please choose the fabric and color of your liking from among here.” 
“Okay. Allen, Elena, choose the color for the cushions~” 

“ Okay~”” 


I let them touch the fabric and choose the colors that would suit Allen, Elena and the 
house. 


“T think this one feels the best on touch?” 


«oy yy 


Yeah, it feels comfy~ 
“Then, let’s choose the color next.” 

Erm... this!” 

The color the children chose was surprising to me. 


“This one? It would look good in the house, and it’s the combination of colors I like... 
but are you sure you really want to go with this one?” 


“Yeah, I like this one!”” 


“I see. Well, I asked for eight cushions in total, so why don’t you choose another colors 
SO we mix and match.” 


I thought the twins would select colors like blue and pink, but they chose chic colors 
like dark green and dark brown instead. 


At the moment, the interior of the house is decorated in calm colors. Therefore, even 
if they had chosen flashy colors, it wouldn't have been a problem. Well, but maybe this 
is a good choice to match with the forest image. 


“Okay, I think we are done with our own business.” 


“Next is~?” 
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“There’s more~?” 

“Next is for the unborn baby.” 

What do we order~?”” 

“I just thought of something. How about a stuffed animal?” 
“A soft one would be nice!” 

“A fluffy one!” 

“Indeed. Let’s ask for a soft and fluffy stuffed animal.” 


Rebecca-san might have already prepared them, but I thought it wouldn't bea problem 
to order a few more, so I ordered some stuffed animals. I ordered plushies modeled 
after the Pastel Rabbits in a variety of colors. 


“Make one for Allen too~” 
“For Elena as well~” 


Since Allen and Elena wanted to have stuffed animals at home, I also ordered stuffed 
animals for Joule and the other five animals. 


“Did we forget something else?” 
N~? Don't think so?” 


We left The Little Blue Bird, thinking that if we forgot to ask for anything, we could 
come back to place an order again. 
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CHAPTER 300 
WOODEN GOODS 


After leaving The Little Blue Bird, we walked around, taking turns peeking into the 
stores. 


“This is the bakery~” 

“This is a place to stay~” 
“This is the meat seller~” 
“This is... what kind of shop?” 


The children went from door to door, confirming what kind of goods the shops were 
selling. 


“Ah, this is a woodworking workshop. This is great, let’s go inside.” 
“What we buying~?”” 
“The pole hanger for Bolt to stay, and steps and chair for Mile.” 


“’Ohh~ let’s go, let’s go!” 


When the kids heard what I wanted to buy, they pulled my hand and rushed into the 
store. 


“Don't hurry so much, the store won't run away.’ 
“The faster we buy!” 
“The earlier it’s done!” 


“Ehh~” 
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It may be only a few minutes, but is the logic that the sooner we order, the sooner it 
will be ready? 


”Hello~”” 


“Oh my, some adorable customers came to my workshop.” 


u» 


Wanna order!” 
“Sure, sure, of course. Let me hear it.” 


The workshop’s shopkeeper listened unperturbed by the children’s vigor. He was a 
middle-aged man with a fierce-looking face, but he seemed to be a very friendly guy. 


un nn 


You see, you see. 
“Pole hanger and.” 


“Small steps and.” 


u» | wy 
. 


Small chair 
The children’s vigor continued, and they told him what they wanted to order at once. 
Can you~?” 


“I understand what you want to order. Niichan, I will leave the specifics to you!” 


He understood what they wanted, but he didn’t know the specific sizes, so the 
shopkeeper turned to me and asked for an explanation. 


So I started by explaining my idea of a pole hanger that was designed for Bolt to rest. 
It would be fine to hang the jackets directly onto the pole hanger, but I also asked for 
a couple of standalone hangers, and then I explained about the 30 cm mini steps and 
the 30 cm small chair. 


“What do you think?” 


“Fumu. Well, it won't be a problem. We can have it ready in two or three days.” 
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“Really! We'd love to place the order then.” 


«a yp” 
. 


Please 


After we finish the order, I decided to ask whether it would be possible for this 
workshop to produce a certain newborn baby toy. 


“Td like to discuss something with you...” 
“N? What is it?” 
“Could you take a look at this?” 


I show him a drawing, not quite of a blueprint quality, I’ve drawn on a piece of paper 
beforehand. 


“A box? A box with holes of various shapes?” 

It was a picture of a square box with a top that could be opened and closed, with holes 
on all sides and the top in various shapes, such as circle, triangle, heart, star, etc., and 
a picture of blocks in the same shape as the holes. 

I draw this after recalling that there was such a puzzle-like educational toy. 

“The holes don’t have to be too complicated, just big enough for the blocks to go 


through. Blocks of the same shape as the holes should be able to go through and the 
box has to be openable so that the blocks could be then removed again.” 


“Hooh~ a children’s toy, is it? How interesting.” 
“Could you do it?” 

“I will give it a try.’ 

“I will ask you of this too, then.” 


“Is this all you wanted to order?” 


N~ was there anything else? 
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“Ah, that! Erm, how is it called... the chair with a curved board for legs.” 
“A rocking chair?” 


“So it’s called a rocking chair. I want that, not a chair but a bed with an enclosure that 
a baby could sleep in?” 


“Bed? Oh, do you mean a cradle?” 
“Oh! Right, it’s called a cradle...” 


Cradle! He seems to be a very familiar with the word, so I’m sure that Velio-san and 
others have prepared it already. 


I thought I had a good idea~ 


u» wy 


Onii~chan, Onii~chan. 


“What is it?” 


u» I wy 
. 


We want a rocking chair 


Just when I thought my celebration gift idea was rejected... the twins voiced out their 
desire for a rocking chair. 


Well, kids seem to like rocking chairs, don’t they? 
“Sure, shall we order it then? Do you want a normal-sized one? Or a little one?” 


Big one!” 


“Roger that.——Sorry, I would like to add two adult-sized rocking chairs to our order.” 


u» l wy 
. 


One is good enough~ 
“Let's go with just a single one then.” 
“Ou, sure thing.” 


There was nothing else I could think of, so I confirmed the order and then we left the 
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workshop. 

“Where do we~” 

“Go next~” 

“We can look for things you guys want too, you know?” 
“ Nniyu?”” 

Allen and Elena tilted their heads in wonder at my words. 
“We already bought, you know~?”” 

“Stuffed animals~” 

“And the chair, too~” 

“That's right, isn’t it?” 

“Yeah, that’s right~”” 

My children are able to give a proper request, so I bought them what they wanted. 
“Ah!” 

“What is it?” 

Snacks!” 

“Want candy!” 

“Already running out!” 


“Oh, candies, huh.” 


The candies that I gave to each for them to eat whenever they wanted were bought 
when we first arrived to the Capital, right? It seems both were eating them with care. 


There are still some things in my Infinite Storage that I bought for the two of them 
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when I bought the candies, but... well, I’ll keep them for now and buy new ones over 
here. 


“Sure, let’s walk around and look for that kind of store.” 


wy 
~ 


Yay 


“There were all kinds of flavors if I remember correctly, right~ You have to start 
thinking what flavors you would like to buy.” 


u» 


Honey!” 
“Haha, you have already decided?” 
Yeah” 


I’m sure the candy I bought last time were honey flavored too, so I guess they must 
have really liked it. 


“You guys don’t seem to overeat them, and there’s still space in your magic bags, so 
you can even buy two or three kinds this time~” 


u» Really! eet 


“Really. But, just because there will be a lot of them doesn’t mean you have to eat 
several in one day. You can buy more if you can promise me that.” 


«a y” 
. 


I promise 
Allen and Elena are good at keeping their promises, so even if I buy them all kinds of 
candy, it won't be a problem. But although their magic bags are rather high capacity, 


they have a very little time dilation... the candies will probably melt. 


The next time we go to an advanced dungeon to look for a magic ring, we should also 
look for magic bags with a matching time dilation. 
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CHAPTER 301 
PAPER GOODS 


“N? This is... an art gallery?” 


So many pictures!” 


As we continued to wander around, peeking into stores, we found a store with many 
paintings on the walls. 


“Welcome.” 
As we were looking at the paintings, an elderly man approached us. 
“Hello. Excuse me, is this a store that sells paintings?” 


“We are a writing tools shop. We deal in paper, pens, ink, and so on. Those paintings 
are, more or less, also for sale.” 


“Writing tools? Erm, what do you mean by more or less?” 


“These paintings were drawn by my grandchild. He’s an unsuccessful painter so these 
rarely sell.” 


“Is that so? I thought they were pretty good~” 

Some of them were landscapes, and some had depictions of animals, plants, or 
monsters. Well, the landscapes were all very similar, and the monsters were all low- 
ranked ones, though. It’s possible that the painter only draw things they have seen 
before. 

But the overall style was gentle and light-toned, and I like it a lot. 


“People are not going to buy paintings unless they can afford it.” 


“Ahh, I see.” 
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In this world, it is the wealthy, mainly the nobles, who display paintings, but most of 
the paintings displayed in noble residences are canvases made of cloth stretched over 
solid wooden frames. 


The pictures displayed here were all painted on A4 size paper, so they were easily 
available, but I guess they don’t sell well because the common people rarely buy 
paintings. 


“Does your grandchild not paint on bigger canvases?” 


“Maybe it’s because he has been used to paper since he was little, but he can’t seem to 
paint as well as he’d like on canvas.” 


... guess it’s a consequence of his family selling writing tools. 


“Would you like one? I was thinking of disposing of them soon, so I'll give you a 
discount.’ 


“You are disposing of them? Isn't that a waste?” 


“Yes, it is. However, my grandchild needs to see reality soon or he’s the one who will 
be troubled in the future.” 


“That’s harsh.” 


I felt like I really wanted to support them, but he seemed to be trying to be tough for 
the sake of his grandchild. 


“Well, we will buy a few.——Allen, Elena, I’m going to buy some picture to decorate 
our house with, so choose the ones you like.” 


«a 


The forest house~?”” 


“Yeah, that’s right. You can choose as many as you like, and we can change them 
according to your mood.” 


“Got it~”” 


When I asked the children to look at the pictures and choose their favorites, they 
began to examine each picture with great enthusiasm. 
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That’s cute!” 
“N, lemme see? Oh, Pastel Rabbits? That certainly is cute.” 
Hey, hey, that for a congratulatory gift~?”” 


“Congratulatory gift? Oh, that might be a good idea.” 


The kids found a picture of five Pastel Rabbits in a huddled together and suggested it 
as a congratulatory gift. That’s a good idea. Rabbits are supposed to bring good luck, 
you know. It’s for prosperity and happiness. However, the size is indeed too small. 


“Come to think of it, do you have any large papers?” 
“Uhm?” 


I didn’t consider because I hadn’t had a chance to use paper over here before, but 
wouldn't it be a good solution if there was a bigger paper? 


“Do you have paper four times the size of this paper? There won't be a problem if its 
even bigger than that, though.” 


“W, well, I do have some pre-cut sheets in the workshop... and they are exactly four 
times the size of these.” 


“Ohh, really? Then, if I ask your grandchild to draw a picture of Pastel Rabbits on that 
large piece of paper, can they do it?” 


“Eh? Ehh?” 
Perhaps because of my abruptness, the old gentleman was very confused. 


“You said you were going to make them give up on painting, so do they not take 
personal request anymore?” 


“N, no... that’s not it...” 


“Then, I'd like to place an order, what do you think? I can order here and pay in advance, 
but maybe you should introduce us to your grandchild so we can talk with him 
directly?” 


traitorAIZEN 116 | 195 


“E, ermm... I, I will call my grandchild over.” 

The old gentleman hurriedly ran to the back of the store. 
He gone?”” 

“He’s going to call the person who drew these over.” 

Soon, the old gentleman returned with a young man in tow. 


“I, is it true that you want to order a painting from me!?” 


“Yes, I’d like to request a painting of Pastel Rabbits from you. However, I'd like it ona 
large piece of paper, is that fine?” 


» 
! 


“Y, yes! I, I will do my best!——Grandpa, I will go get the paper from the workshop 


The grandson seemed to accept the request, but he ran out of the store before we could 
discuss the details. 


“I apologize for my restless grandson.” 
“It’s all right. It’s just that we haven't set a price or a deadline yet.” 


“Tm sorry again. However, the items that are displayed and sold in the store are sold 
for a single silver coin. Also, from the way my grandson is acting, I think he will be 
done in two or three days.” 


“N~ we will come back to check in three days then. As for the fee...” 


I offered him a gold coin as an advance payment and asked him to order a frame for 
the painting as well. I didn’t know the exact size of the paper. He told me that it would 
take a long time to order a picture frame with complicated engraving, so I wanted 
something less complicated, but not so cheap-looking, and that I would pay extra for 
express completion. 


“I will pay based on the quality of the painting then? Oh, do you need more money in 
advance?” 


“No, it’s plenty enough.” 
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We finished the order without any problems, and then we selected the Pastel Rabbits 
painting from the store, along with some landscapes, for our own use. 


“Ah, would it be possible to turn this painting into puzzle?” 

As we were picking up the pictures, I thought of another use for them. 

If I make the picture a little thicker, coat the surface, and cut it, I can make it into a 
puzzle. Oh, but I don’t think it’s possible to cut it into the pieces I imagine, so I'll have 
to cut it into suitable shapes. 

“But wouldn't it be rude to cut the paintings?” 

“You're free to tear up the pieces you've purchased or burn them to ashes.” 


“Nono, I won't tear or burn them to ashes, okay!?” 


I got a little flustered when the old gentleman overheard my muttering and gave mea 
bold reply. 


However, the old gentleman’s comment made me less resistant to the process, so I 
bought another painting with the idea of making it into a puzzle. 


“Then we show up again in three days, but we will wait if necessary, so tell him to calm 
down and not rush to finish the painting.” 


“Yes, l'll let him know. Thank you very much for today.” 


After leaving the writing tools shop, we wandered around the town and bought some 
more things before returning to the Ruven residence. 


Incidentally, I made a puzzle as soon as I got back to my room. I also bought some 
materials for it, after all. 


At first, I was going to make it into random shapes, but that didn’t look like a puzzle, 
so I did my best to cut it into 104 pieces (8 x 13). 


When I finished making it, the children immediately tried to play with it, and they 
were very pleased with it, so I made another 126 pieces and 165 pieces puzzles. I don’t 
know if it was because I got used to it, or if it was because I became more proficient in 
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the “Crafting” skill, but each time I made a puzzle, the process became easier and 
easier, and I completed several puzzles without much trouble. 


However, I needed a small box to separate the puzzle pieces so that they would not get 


mixed up, and arack and a frame to play with the puzzle, so I hurriedly went shopping 
again the next day. 
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CHAPTER 302 
REQUEST FROM SYL 


—— Beep? 


Hearing the sound I haven't heard for a while in my head, I immediately checked my 
Infinite Storage and found a letter, or rather a card, from Syl. 


“Erm... this is a request.” 


The content of the card was about the request he had made at the temple when we 
arrived in Rubia, where I had allowed him to request something to eat once a month 
or So. 


It was written on a card of fine paper quality with a very stylish gold decorative frame 
on it, so it felt truly wasteful to use on this. 


“Steamed buns, huh.” 


He seemed to be curious about the six kinds of steamed buns I had made a few days 
ago, so as usual, he seemed to be watching us frequently. In addition, he even wrote 
that he wanted me to make custard cream buns and chocolate buns. 


“Still, custard cream buns and chocolate buns, huh. I didn’t think of these when I was 
working on the buns~” 


I wonder if it’s Marianora-sama who knows about things I haven’t made yet? Syl said 
that she knows a lot about Earth’s food~ No, was it a kind that came up to mind 
considering the type of the pastry? 


“But it’s nice that it came with so much burst powder.” 


A lot of burst powder had been sent along with the card, which is really nice since I 
didn’t have much on hand. 


I still have some meatball-type buns I made, but it’s probably not enough to send to 
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Syl. I told him that I might not be able to send it right away after he made a request, 
but I’m free today, so lll make it now. 


“Allen, Elena, I will be making steamed buns again, will you help me~?” 

“Yeah, will help~!”” 

And so, when I asked the children if they wanted to help me, they were happy to oblige. 
“Help me to knead the dough first then.” 

“ Okay~”” 


We borrowed a corner of the kitchen and started to make the dough. Last time, we 
used the same dough and changed only the filling, but this time, we'll be creative with 
the dough itself. 


For curry buns, we'll use a yellowish dough with curry powder kneaded into it, and 
for chocolate buns, we'll use a cocoa dough. It’s not for everything, but it will be easier 
to tell the filling by the buns’ appearances. 


Once the dough was made, the next step was to make the filling. However, all the 
ingredients were simple and familiar, so it was a breeze. The only thing is that it was 
my first time to make chocolate cream instead of chocolate custard, so that took a little 
longer, I guess? 


Once that was done, the kids and I wrapped more and more ingredients into the dough 
and steamed them in turn. 


“Alright, and it’s done!” 


u» wy 


We made so many~ 
“Indeed.” 


I will send them to Syl while they are warm. I will send him four of each kind, since he 
will probably be eating them together with Marianora-sama, Salamanteel-sama, and 
Nomoodle-sama. Perhaps! Perhaps Windell-sama will be there too, so I prepared five 
of each, and sent the buns Syl’s way after checking there was no one else around. 


traitorAIZEN 121 | 195 


“Anyhow, would you like to try the custard cream and chocolate buns?” 
”Want~”” 

“Then, half of each.” 

Okay.” 


I left the two kinds of new buns for the twins as snacks, and stored the rest in the 
Infinite Storage. 


u» wy 


Onii~chan, you eat too~ 
“Thank you.” 


Allen and Elena were thoughtful enough to share a third of the custard cream bun and 
a third of the chocolate bun with me. 


“Yup, they turned out well.” 


un y” 
. 


Yeah, it’s yammy 


“Well then, what do I make next.” 


u» 


Making more~?”” 


The children tilted their heads at my words as they munched on the custard cream 
bun. 


“Since we are here, we might as well. Right~ I got my hands on a lot of burst powder, 
so why don’t we make a pound cake?” 


un 


Pound! Love it!” 


I’ve made a pound cake without baking powder as a test before, but it didn’t rise very 
well. So, I’m thinking of challenging it again using burst powder. 


“The last time... we made one with nuts and dried fruit, right?” 


un 


Was yummy~!”” 
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“Is that so? I’m glad to hear that. What do we do this time? Do we do the same one?” 


The last time I made it, I made a simple plain dough with lots of chopped walnuts and 
raisins. Since I was going to challenge it again, I thought I should make the same one. 


“Will eat the same one~! But you see, you see!” 
“Allen thinks Lemone pound would be nice too!” 
“Elena you know, Elena thinks Oren would be good!” 
Allen and Elena came up with their ideas for pound cakes. 


“Oh, that sounds nice. Rather, those are some good ideas~” 


I believe that lemon and orange zest is a standard flavor for pound cakes. But that’s 
because I know about it. It’s amazing that the kids, who knew nothing about it, could 
think of this. 


“Also, let’s make chocolate one!”” 


“That sounds good too. But, that would be cocoa rather than chocolate, I guess? Als... 
tea, maro.” 


“Ishiuri!” 

“Sweet potato!” 

“Alright, let’s make some more!” 
“Let's do it~!” 


That being the case, we decided to work on making pound cakes next. 


Plain, plain with Kotou and Kukuru, plain with Maro, cocoa, plain and cocoa marble, 
tea leaves, Ishiuri paste with Ishiuri cubes, sweet potato paste with sweet potato 
cubes.*** 


All this has obviously taken a lot of flour, butter and sugar to make, so I'll have to buy 
more next time~ Ah, let’s also buy more White Wheat. As for the rest... it should be 
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fine, I think? 

I have plenty of meat because of the monsters we hunt, and I have plenty of fish 
stocked up. I’ve got vegetables and fruits from Marshelly-san, so I’m good there. Yeah, 
we'll be fine. Or rather, we are doing too well~ 

***(Kotou=walnuts / Kukuru=grapes / Maro=Japanese chestnut / Ishiuri=pumpkin) 

“It baked well.” 

“Looks delish.”” 

“Right. Well, why don’t we invite Rebecca-san for a cup of tea.” 


“Yeah | yy 


I've heard that it’s better to eat pound cake after it’s cooled, but they taste great when 
freshly out of the oven, too! 


It was time for tea, so we took pound cakes I had cut into pieces and headed for 
Rebecca-san’s place. 


“’Obaa~sama!”” 
“My, oh my, welcome.” 
Even though it was a sudden visit, Rebecca-san greeted us with a smile. 


“Excuse our sudden visit. We made a new tea-cake, would you like to have some with 
us?” 


Let’s have tea?” 


“Fufu, I’m happy you invited me. I’m looking forward to tasting your new product, 
Takumi-san. Why don’t we invite Velio-san and Almeria-san too?” 


“All right. But, is it fine to invite them all of a sudden like this?” 


“It’s fine. They will be delighted by the invitation.” 


traitorAIZEN 124 | 195 


Just like Rebecca-san said, Velio-san and Almeria-san accepted our sudden invitation 
to a tea party. 


“Oren is delish!” 


“Lemone is delish, too!” 


“You have made the one with Kotou and Kukuru before right? It’s more delicious than 
the last time~” 


“This dark brown one is faintly bitter, but it goes really well with tea.” 
“The sweet potato one is very tasty.” 


They wanted to try all of them, so I cut the pound cakes into bite-sized pieces so they 
could taste all of the pound cake kinds. 
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CHAPTER 303 
BIRTH 


ayy 
! 


“Almeria!?” 


As we were enjoying our tea time in a relaxed atmosphere, Almeria-san suddenly 
showed a pained expression while holding her belly. 


“My, oh my, are you going into labor?” 

“Eh, it’s about to be born!?”” 

Rebecca-san’s words overlapped with Velio-san’s and my voices of surprise. 

“A, Almeria, a, are you alright!?” 

“Velio-san, calm down. There’s no point panicking. Velio-san, quickly carry Almeria- 
san into the room we have prepared, and help her lay in a comfortable position. I will 
go ask for the midwife.” 

y yes!” 


Rebecca-san stood up nonchalantly and gave instructions to the panicked Velio-san. 


Then, Velio-san took Almeria-san into his arms and carried her away carefully, yet 
hurriedly. 


“Takumi-san, Allen-chan, Elena-chan, I’m sorry for the sudden confusion.” 
“Nono, everything’s fine.” 


Is going to be born~?”” 


“Yes. Considering the due date, I’m sure today is the day.” 
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Rebecca-san apologized once again for interrupting the tea party and left the room to 
make arrangements. 


“When is it going to be born~?” 
“Will it be born now~?” 


“N~ it won't be immediately. I heard it takes time for a baby to be born.” 


«a wy 


I see~ 


Allen and Elena looked excited, but were a little disappointed when they heard that it 
would take some time. 


“Td like to help, but... we would only get in the way by hanging around, so let’s 
obediently wait in our room.” 


ee E Okay~”” 


“You don’t have to be feeling so down, they will let us know immediately when the 
child is born. So let’s wait and look forward to it.” 


Yeah | wy 


The area around the birth room would be a flurry of activity, so we would indeed be a 
hindrance by going there. So I decided to take the kids and go back to our room. 


“So, what are you doing here!?” 


As we were quietly waiting in our room, for some reason! Velio-san came and sat down 
on the sofa. 


“Why are you here?” 
“I was told I was only a hindrance by restlessly wandering around.” 
“Go to Almeria-san to hold her hand, at least.” 


“No man is allowed in the delivery room unless necessary.’ 
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“Ah, is that so?” 


Oh, so the fathers aren’t allowed in during childbirth? Or rather, do they mostly avoid 
it? 


“Then, how about doing some work... or something?” 

“I couldn’t concentrate.” 

Well, his child is about to be born, so it’s not surprising~ 
“Allen, Elena, have Velio-san play with you~” 

”Okay~”” 


Playing with the kids will take his mind off things. 


un n»n» 


Velio Onii~sama, let’s play with puzzle~ 
“Puzzle? What is that?” 

Tes this?” 

Allen and Elena spread the puzzle pieces on the table. 

“You do this like that.” 

“Erm, next this one~” 

“al see? 

Velio-san watched intently as the children put the pieces together. 


“So you play by creating a picture with these scattered pieces. This is my first time 
seeing something like this, but it’s thought out well~” 


u» yy 


Onii~chan made this, you know~ 
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“Takumi-kun did?” 
“Yes, I bought a lot of paintings for cheap, so I made it from those.” 
“This is very good.” 


While he was working with the children on the puzzle, the restless Velio-san regained 
his composure. 


As the day drew to end, we continued spending our time with Velio-san and even ate 
dinner with him, and spent some more time in the lounge closest to the delivery room. 


“Tm sorry for having you accompany me.” 

“Nono, I also feel concerned.” 

It would probably take about half a day from the time the contractions started until 
the birth, so the baby would be most likely born in the middle of the night or early 
morning. It will still take some time, but there was no way I could sleep peacefully, so 
Velio-san and I were planning to stay up all night. 

As expected, the kids were asleep in the middle of the sofa with their heads in my lap. 
I tried to put them on the bed in my room, but they protested, so things ended up like 
this. 

“Velio-san, would you like another drink?” 

“No, as expected, any more than this would be...” 


“I thought so.” 


Just as we were about to fill up our stomachs with tea and coffee, I heard a flurry of 
footsteps and a knocking on the door. 


“Excuse me! Granvelio-sama, the child has been born.” 
“Really!” 


Velio-san stood up with a happy look on his face. 
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«a 


Born!” 

The sleeping Allen and Elena jumped on their feet. They have woken up very well. 
“HUh? Aren't you going, Velio-san?” 

“R, right.” 

Velio-san, who I had expected to go to Almeria-san’s place immediately, was standing 
there dumbfounded. So I tried to call out to him, but he nodded, but for some reason 
he didn’t move. 

Can we see?” 

“Erm... Velio-san, can we accompany you?” 


“Y, yeah, of course. R, right, let’s go together.” 


“Thank you, Velio-san.——Allen, Elena, both Almeria-san and the baby are surely 
exhausted, so only a glimpse today. We will immediately return to our room.” 


Got it~”” 

In fact, I think it would be better if we refrained from doing so, but since Velio-san was 
unsteady, it seemed dangerous to let him go alone, and the children were looking 
forward to it, so let’s take just a glimpse. 

“My, oh my, Allen-chan, Elena-chan, you are still awake?” 


Want to see the baby!” 


When Allen and Elena guided Velio-san over while holding hands, Rebecca-san 
welcomed them with a smile. 


“Fufu, come inside. Welcome.” 


When we entered the room, Almeria-sand had the newborn baby right next to her on 
the bed. 


“Dear, it’s a boy.” 
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“What a gallant face he has. Almeria, thank you. You have worked hard.” 
“Takumi-san, Alllen-chan, and Elena-chan came over, too.” 


“Congratulations.” 


«ay wy 


Congrats~ 
Almeria-san looked towards us, so we first conveyed our words of congratulations. 
“Thank you. Come on, have a look at the child’s face too.” 

“Yes, thank you. Well then, excuse us.” 


Almeria-san gave us her permission, so I picked up Allen and Elena and approached 
the bed to take a look at the baby. 


wy 


“ Whoa~ so cute~ 


un 


Yeah, he’s so cute.” 


The baby was asleep, so I couldn't see the color of his eyes, but his hair seemed to be 
the same color as Velio-san’s. Well, whether he takes after his father or his mother, he 
will grow up to be a handsome man. 


“Let's take a good care of him, okay?” 
“Yeah! Will play lots!” 
After a short time of being shown the baby’s face, we immediately went back to our 


room as I had declared beforehand, but... the excited Allen and Elena couldn't quite 
fall asleep, so it was only when the sky got bright that I was able to sleep. 
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CHAPTER 304 
NAMING 


yy 


“ Onii~chan, good morning~ 
“Good morning.” 

We woke up a little later than usual. 

“Are you oKay? Did you get enough sleep?” 

Yeah” 

Despite the irregular sleeping hours, the children seemed to be full of energy. 


“How are your stomachs?” 


u» wy 


Hungry~ 
“Then, let’s get ready and go eat.” 
“Okay!” 


We headed to the dining room not for breakfast but for brunch instead, and despite 
the odd hour, we were served a normal meal. If it’s too difficult, I would just make the 
food myself, or we would go to some restaurant to eat. The servants of the Ruven 
mansion are as good as they get. 


“Good morning.” 


un n»n» 


Good morning~ 


After we finished eating, Rebecca-san gave me a message that she would like some of 
our time if we were available, so we went to her immediately. 


“Good morning you three. How do you feel?” 
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“Feel fine!” 
“Lively!” 


“We took our time resting, so we are good. It must have been hard for you yesterday, 
Rebecca-san. Are you feeling tired?” 


“Fufu, thank you for your concern. I’m fine.” 


We checked each other’s physical condition first, and then Rebecca-san took us to 
another room. 


Apparently, they are going to let us see the newborn baby again. 
“Almeria-san, we are entering.” 

“Yes, go ahead.” 

“Oh my, Velio-san, you came too.” 


When we entered the room, Velio-san was also there, pecking the baby on the cheek 
with what I could only describe as a grin on his face. 


“Almeria-san, how do you feel?” 
“Thank you, Takumi-san. I’m fine. Come on over, have a look at his face.” 


As soon as Almeria-san gave her permission, Allen and Elena quickly rushed over and 
started poking the baby’s cheek, just like Velio-san. 


u» wy 


So squishy~ 
“Ahhh~ Allen, Elena, don’t poke too hard.” 


“’Oka~y.”” 


I hurriedly warned them as Allen and Elena were poking the baby’s cheeks again and 
again. 


«a e» 
. 


Onii~chan, he’s so cute 
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“Indeed, very cute.” 

I touched the baby too, and found his cheeks to be very soft and squishy as well. 
“Velio-san, have you decided on the name?” 

“We named him Lucario.” 

“Lucario-kun, huh. What a good name.” 

“Luca-chan!”” 


The baby boy seemed to have been named Lucario-kun. 


As soon as they heard his name, Allen and Elena immediately started calling him by a 
nickname. 


a yy 


Oh! He opened eyes~ 
“Yeah. They are beautiful blue-green eyes.” 


Lucario-kun’s eyes were the color of Velio-san’s fresh leaf-colored eyes and Almeria- 
san’s blue eyes combined——Turquoise. 


I took out the congratulatory gift that I had prepared from the Infinite Storage. 

A stuffed animal we bought in town the other day, an educational toy, and the picture 
of a rabbit. I also have some monster materials on hand, such as good quality fur, and 
some herbs that are easy to preserve. In addition, there were the rubies and crystals 
that were politely refused when I tried gifting after we arrived to Rubia, as well as 
pearls. Based on the mistake I made last time, this time I packed them in a box so that 
they would not be obvious at a glance. 

“Takumi-kun, there’s no need to be this considerate.” 


“Well, we'd like to celebrate as well, so please accept it.” 


“Fufu, Velio-san, accept it. We are also celebrating Takumi-san’s auspicious occasions, 
so they are going to feel sad that they can’t do the same.” 
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“That is true. Thank you, Takumi-san.” 


Velio-san was reluctant to accept the gift, but thanks to Rebecca-san’s encouragement, 
he did. 


As Rebecca-san said, I would be really sad if they celebrated Allen and Elena’s birthday, 
and we could not do the same. 


“But, Takumi-san, what is inside this wooden box?” 
I couldn't help but look away from Rebecca-san’s sharp gaze. 


Did she notice the contents of the box?That’s weird~ I thought people wouldn't know 
what’s inside if I used a box... 


“Mother, do you mean this box? —-—Wha!” 


Velio-san immediately picked up the box that Rebecca-san had pointed out, opened 
the lid, and shouted in surprise. 


“I knew it. Geez~ Takumi-san, I told you that you cannot give this away.’ 
“I thought it would be acceptable as a gift for a celebration~” 
“Yeah. I noticed right away when you spoke about it the last time.” 


The reason why she noticed was that when it was rejected as a gift, we discussed the 
next opportunity with Allen and Elena in front of Rebecca-san. 


“Takumi-san!” 

Velio-san, a little angry, held out the wooden box in his hands. 
“No returns!” 

“There’s no way we can take this!” 

“Ehh~ No matter what~?” 


“No matter what! Obediently take it back!” 
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The always mild-mannered Velio-san’s eyes turned sharp. 


.. should I even collect things like this? I had no choice, so I stored the wooden box in 
the Infinite Storage. 


“Haah. I thought it would be much better for Rebecca-san or Almeria-san to make a 
use of it rather than me hoarding it~” 


Next opportunity will be Wald-sama’s wedding, then? 
“Fufu, it’s so easy to understand what you are thinking, Takumi-san~” 
“Eh?” 


“Weren't you thinking just now that you would present it as a gift for Wald-san’s 
wedding?” 


“Ehh!?” 

Rebecca-san guessed exactly what I thought. 

“D, does it appear on my face that much?” 

“Fufu, I wonder~” 

Rebecca-san smiled at me and muddled her answer. 

For some reason, I get the feeling that I should not go against this person. 
“By the way... is this no good as a wedding gift?” 

“Well, I guess it would be all right if a little more modest?” 

“Modest?” 

How modest is modest, really? 

“Rubies and pearls are out of question. I guess about a few crystals would be fine?” 
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Only crystals~ Rubies aside, there’s no opportunity to reduce my stock of pearls at 
all~ 


Then, let’s get rid of the cryst—— 


“Takumi-san, I’m talking about two or three at most.” 


I tried to reduce my inventory, but as if she had read my thoughts, Rebecca-san 
stopped my thoughts. 


It’s really as if Rebecca knows exactly what I’m thinking. 


un 


Onii~chan, what’s wrong?”” 

When feeling dejected, Allen and Elena patted my head. 
“Allen, Elena, they say they won't accept the rubies.” 
“Rubies?” 


“The shiny red stone.” 


un wy 


I see~ Unfortunate. 


Although they let out “Unfortunate” Allen and Elena’s expression didn’t change much. 
Well, either way must be good for the kids. 


(CE2 wy 


Luka-cha~n. 


The one who Allen and Elena were most interested in right now was Lucario-kun, after 
all. 
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CHAPTER 305 
PORT 


Whenever they had time, Allen and Elena would visit Lucario-kun and watch over him, 
but three days was the limit for the two of them, who were not shut-ins by nature. 


“Let's!” 
“Go out!” 
“ Today!!” 
“O, okay.” 


As soon as they woke up, Allen and Elena crawled over the bed and demanded... or 
rather, they declared. 


So we decided to go out to the morning market at the port, since it was early in the 
morning. 


”Fish~”” 
“There’s so much fresh stuff here.” 


It was a port, so my purpose was seafood. And since I have the opportunity, I’m going 
to look for seafood I’ve never seen before or don’t have on me. 


“Scallops, check~” 

“Velvet Shrimp, check~” 

“Oh, there are Red Perches, too~” 
“And Black Perches as well~” 


Allen and Elena looked at the items in the storefront and named the seafood they 
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knew. 
“Oh, both laddie and lassie are very knowledgeable.” 


The shopkeeper, who was selling the fish and shellfish, was impressed by the 
children’s knowledge. 


“Because we ate them beforemon!”” 

“No, no, even if they have eaten it before, kids your age don’t know what fish is what.” 
Really?” 

“Yeah! All right, smart kids like you deserve a discount!” 

“Yay! Onii~chan, he said he will give a discount!” 

“Haha, isn’t that great~” 

Yea” 

Thanks to Allen and Elena’s knowledge, the shopkeeper offered us a discount. 

“Well, since that is the case, why don’t we buy something? What would you like?” 

N, you see~... everything!” 

won 

The children’s words were followed by the shopkeeper’s and my questioning voices. 
Erm... I didn’t mishear them, right? 

“Allen, Elena, did you say everything?” 

“Yeah, let's buy everything!” 
I didn’t mishear them. 


Umm... In addition to scallops, there were Manila clams, Orient clams and other 
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shellfish, red, white and other shrimps,, and a variety of fish. And all of them? 
“Can't~?”” 

“So many~” 

“We haven't eaten~” 

“That certainly is true, but you see~ Wouldn't just those you haven't eaten be alright?” 
“Wanna everything!” 


“Ehh~” 


Many of the fish I bought in Bailey were brightly colored, poisonous, or... just strange. 
Of course, I also bought some familiar fish like salmon and tuna! And just recently, 
when we fished in the sea near Rubia, we found, most importantly, octopus, and also 
seaweed, and blue fish like mackerel, saury and blueback. 


On the other hand, the fish sold at this store were mostly white fish such as tai, 
flounder, cod, and even amberjack the size of the twins. 


“Laddie, lassie, I’m happy to sell them, but fish go bad fast. So I can’t recommend 
buying fish that you won't eat right away.’ 


(CEL l wy 
. 


Is fine 


“What now? You are quite confident. Are you going to have a dinner party with a lot of 
people or something?” 


“That’s not it~ But, is fine!” 
“0, 0u?” 


The shopkeeper kindly tried to stop the children, but when Allen and Elena puffed up 
their chests confidently, the shopkeeper looked at me with confusion. 


“I don’t know what this is about, but what are you going to do about it, lad?” 


“N~ let’s see. I can buy it all if it doesn’t interfere with the store’s policies. I have a way 
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for mass consumption and storage.” 


I tried to stop the kids at first, but to be honest, I have no problem buying everything. 
I can afford it, and I also have the Infinite Storage. 


“Oh, that would be great for us. Of course, I’ll give you a discount, so please buy them! 
We've had an overabundance of fish for the past few days, so much so that some days 
we have many unsold left!” 

The shopkeeper was overjoyed at my words. 

He said the store would not be troubled, so I decided to buy all the fish and shellfish 


in the store and put them in my “Infinite Storage” while pretending to put them in the 
magic bag one after another. 


“Bought so many~” 

“Truly. I didn’t have in plan to buy this much, but I lost to the flow~” 

I don’t have to worry about the fish going bad, but I feel like I bought too much. 
“Allen loves fish as well~” 

“Elena will eat lots of fish, too~” 

“I will cook a lot if you help me with it.” 

“Yea, will help!” 

Having said that, I don’t have much of fish dishes in repertoire~ 
First of all, let’s start with grilled fish, since they’re all fresh. 
“We also should share with the Ruven family.” 

“Yeah! Will feed Luca-chan!”” 

” 


“Nonono, Lucario-kun can’t eat fish yet, okay 


”Ehh~ even though it’s delish~?” 
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“Even if you make dejected faces like these, this is something I cannot allow you to do. 
Lucario-kun’s meals will only consist of milk for a while.” 


I cautioned them, but Allen and Elena looked unconvinced. 

“Babies don’t have teeth, so they can’t eat the same food as you guys. Don’t give him 
anything to eat, because he could choke or get sick and that would be a serious 
problem!” 

I warned them strongly, this time, not to give him any snacks without permission. 
“It’s for Lucario-kun’s sake, so you must promise me. Understood?” 


Understood!” 


They replied properly after hearing that it was for Lucario-kun’s sake, so I’m sure it 
will be all right. 
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CHAPTER 306 
CALMNESS 


“Au, au~” 

“What a good child~”” 

Today, Allen and Elena have been devoting themselves to Lucario-kun since morning. 
“Almeria-san, I’m sorry it’s like this every single day.” 


“Fufu, it’s alright. It really helps that they are here to humor him. Besides, Lucario also 
likes to play with his older siblings.” 


“That is good, then.” 


They are sticking to Lucario-kun too much, so I felt bad to the mother, Almeria-san, 
but she didn’t seem to mind. Well, I cannot tell whether these were her true feelings 
or just a flattery, though. 


“But, please don't hesitate to scold them if they misbehave.” 
“Oh my, there’s no need to worry that much about these children, no?” 


“This will sound like something a doting elder brother would say, but... they are 
certainly clever. However, I have a feeling that they might do something wrong out of 
good intentions.” 


“Oh my, so you mean it like that. I understand then. I also have to be careful anyway, 
so I will pay attention to it.” 


I will try to handle it, but I’d like the adults around Lucario-kun to be aware of it as 
well, so I had to tell them while feeling apologetic. Almeria-san nodded in 
understanding. 


“Wah~” 
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«a 


Luca-chan, what is it~?”” 


“Wah, wahh.” 


u» yy 


Luca-chan is crying~ 
“Oh my? I see, I wonder if it’s time for his milk?” 


Milk? Do you want to eat?” 


When Lucario-kun started crying because he was hungry, I decided to take Allen and 
Elena away from him. 


“See, it’s lunchtime. Let’s go have lunch too, Allen, Elena.” 
“3 OKayo 


We also left Lucario-kun’s room for lunch, but when we finished eating, Allen and 
Elena immediately wanted to go return to Lucario-kun’s room. 


“My, oh my, Allen-chan and Elena-chan really seem to love Lucario-chan a lot.” 


Yea! We love Luca-chan!”” 


When we came to Lucario-kun’s room again, I found that Almeria-san was not there, 
but Rebecca-san was. 


“Wah~” 

“Luca-chan, don’t cry~” 
“Luca-chan, there, there~” 
“Wah, wahhh...” 


Luca-chan, bed-time?”” 


Allen and Elena were doing their best to quiet down Lucario-kun, who had drunk his 
fill of milk and was dozing off. 
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“Allen-chan and Elena-chan are really attached to Lucario-chan, aren't they~” 
“Indeed. I can’t forcibly take them away... I wonder what to do about this?” 


While the kids were taking care of Lucario-kun, I was making small talk with Rebecca- 
san. 


“Oh my, do you have to separate them? There’s really no need for that, is there?” 


“Well~ you see... it must be bothersome to have them at Lucario-kun’s side all the 
time, right?” 


“Lucario-chan doesn’t have a wet nurse yet, so he doesn’t have any baby siblings either, 
you see? That’s why I’m thankful that they are at his side.” 


Huh? I think I heard them talking about goat’s milk before, but... I see, when noble 
ladies give birth, it’s normal for a wet nurse to take care of the child, huh. 


“Since there’s no wet nurse, does it mean you had no intentions of finding one?” 


“We had a candidate, but her birth was delayed. We are looking for another one, but 
we can't find anyone good~” 


“T see.” 


Well, we are talking about a child that will be the heir, so the family must have strict 
requirements for the wet nurse. 


“Did Velio-san or Wald-sama have a wet nurse?” 
“Fufu, Lizzy was their wet nurse.” 
“Ts that so!” 


Lizzy-san is Rebecca-san’s personal maid, she’s a gentle and diligent person. I have 
been helped by her many times, and she also takes care of the twins. 


So she was their wet nurse! 


“Eh, then, the foster siblings... did I meet Lizzy-san’s children already?” 
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“You did.” 

“Eh, really?” 

“Yeah, you've met Daniel.” 
“Daniel-san!?” 


Daniel-san is Velio-san’s secretary, and I had met him many times since | arrived in 
Rubia. 


I’ve heard that Cyrus-san is also helping Velio-san with his work and is Daniel-san’s 
younger brother. 


“That's right. Lizzy gave birth to Cyrus right around Wald-san’s birth. That’s why Lizzy 
is the wet nurse of both of our children.” 


“Is that so~” 

I was surprised to hear about Ruven family’s state of affairs. 

“Huh, the children got quiet.’ 

“Really. My oh my, my, my!” 

“Rebecca-san, is something the ——ah~ the two fell asleep too, huh~” 

While I was talking with Rebecca-san, the children were quiet, so we checked on them. 
Allen and Elena, who surrounded the sleeping Lucario-kun on both sides, also fell 
asleep before I noticed. 

“Fufu, how cute~” 


“Truly. Ah, right!” 


I took out my magic tool camera and snapped a picture. I took a picture of the three 
sleeping faces. 


“Oh, it came out well~” 


traitorAIZEN 146 | 195 


“Oh my!” 

When I looked at the picture on the screen, it was one of the best shots I’ve ever seen! 
“Takumi-san, I know that magical power paper is a precious item, but...’ 

“Ah, would you like a picture too?” 

“If I could ask you for one.” 

Rebecca-san looked envious, so I quickly took another picture and handed it to her. 


“Fufu, thank you. Oh, I will have someone send you the fee for the magical power paper 
later.” 


“Nono, I was luckily able to obtain a lot of magical power paper, so there’s no need for 
money.’ 


“Oh my, it doesn’t change the fact that magical power paper is a valuable item. You 
cannot refuse.” 


“Eh, but...” 

“You can't. Take it.” 

I got a lot of magical power paper from Syl, so I can take as many pictures as I want 
now. So it’s not going to hurt me to give a few away, but Rebecca-san won't understand 


that. Even if I had a lot of them, she wouldn't let me give them away, saying that they 
are valuable. 
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CHAPTER 307 
ALONE 


“By the way, Rebecca-san.” 

“What is it?” 

“Can I leave Allen and Elena in your care?” 

“Oh my, Takumi-san, are you going out by yourself?” 
“Yes, I think I will.” 


The kids and I are together almost all the time, so I'll take this opportunity to get away 
from them for a bit. 


“I will return at night before the kids go to sleep, so I'd appreciate it if you could take 
care of them until then.” 


“Then, you will be dining by yourself, too?” 

“Yes, if you agree to my request... that is.” 

For starters, I think I’ll go out while the kids are asleep. 

“I will feel sorry for them if you leave while they are asleep...” 


“Will they cry, or will they sulk... I don’t know what kind of reaction they will show, so 
I’m going to have trouble you, Rebecca-san.” 


“That’s fine with me, but...” 


Rebecca-san wanted to say something, but she did not refuse, so I decided to leave the 
children with her and go out. 


OO? 
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“Now then, what should I do~” 

After I left the Ruven residence, I wandered around the city. 
“Oh, isn’t that Takumi!” 

“Ah, Evan-san.” 


I found myself near the Adventurer’s Guild, where I met Evan-san, an adventurer who 
had become a good friend of mine. 


“You are alone? Where are the kids?” 

Finding it was strange that I was alone, Evan-san was looking around for the children 
“I left them in someone else’s care.” 

“Left them? Ahh, at the Count’s?” 

“Yes, that’s right.” 


Evan-san knows that we are being taken care of by the Ruven family, and not staying 
at the inn, so he seemed to have thought of it right away. 


“I don’t know how the two who are so close to you could agree to stay at home.” 

“I left while they were napping.” 

“Is it... going to be okay?” 

“Sure... I think.” 

Evan-san gave me a subtle look when I told him that I had left them there without 
telling them first. Does he think that if I leave the kids here, they’ll go ballistic? They 
may cry and sulk, but they won't go... wild... They are not going to do that, right? 


“And so, what are you doing alone? You didn’t come to accept a request, did you?” 


“I was just wandering around.” 
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“Oh, let’s go drinking then!” 
When I told Evan-san that I had nothing in particular to do, his eyes lit up. 
|” 


“I want to eat your cooking 


“Nonono! If we are to drink, then let’s order food from the place we drink at! It’s not 
my place to cook!” 


“It’s fine! The inn I’m staying at will lend you the kitchen! Alright, let’s go!” 
“„Ehh~” 

Evan-san grabbed my arm tightly and started walking towards the inn. 

“Evan-san, you are so pushy~” 

“Your food is delicious. I’ll pay for the ingredients and also the labor, please. Okay?” 
Evan-san said to me pleadingly. I’m going to feel bad if you say it like that. 

“Geez~ Can't be helped~ And so, what do you want to eat?” 

“Anything!” 

“Anything, you Say.” 

Anything is the most annoying answer. 

“So, you are fine with whatever I feel like eating.” 

“Ou, that’s fine with me. Then, do you need to go shopping before going to the inn?” 
“Tve got all the ingredients on me.” 


Since I had plenty of ingredients on hand, I declined the offer, and we moved on to the 
inn. 


“Takumi, they said you can use it.” 
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“Alright.” 
Evan-san had negotiated about the inn’s kitchen, and it seemed to have been approved. 


I’ve been to this diner once before for a launch after a joint request with Evan-san and 
Scott-san’s Steel Hawks party, but this was my first time meeting the kitchen staff. 


“Excuse me. Sorry to bother you.” 


“It’s still early enough before the guests come, so it’s no problem. Besides, I’m 
interested in your cooking.” 


“Eh? Erm... what do you mean by that?” 
“I heard you were the one who came up with the sauce for the salad.” 
Salad sauce... he means the dressing, right? 


“You taught Scott how to make the sauce, right? We can’t cook, so we had the old man 
here make it for us.” 


“Oh yeah, I did.” 
I guess because I was tilting my head, Evan-san told me what this was about. 
I completely forgot that I gave Scott the recipe for the dressing. 


“Those fellows who only ate meat all the time and wouldn't eat any vegetables no 
matter how many times I told them, started ordering salads.” 


“Those fellows?” 


“The adventurers who use this inn and dining hall. It’s delicious. It’s not just me and 
Scott, the other guys love it too, it’s a popular menu item here.” 


“Heeh~ That’s good, isn’t it?” 


I don’t know how many adventurers didn’t eat vegetables, but it’s good that they 
started to eat them, right? 
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“That's why the old man must be interested in what you are going to make. And so, 
what have you decided to make today?” 


“I will be troubled if you have so many expectations... let’s see~” 
I bought a lot of seafood the other day, so I think I'll use that. 
“Ah, I guess I will do Fry?” 

“Fry?” 


“Right. Yes, they are dishes made by coating ingredients with breadcrumbs and frying 
them.” 


Shrimp and fish... horse mackerel! Scallops and squid would be good too! 

“Evan, if you're free, I could use your help.” 

“I don’t know how to cook.” 

“Even my kids can help, can’t you?” 

“Hey, Takumi! If the kids can do it, I can do it too!” 

“I will have you help then.” 

The bread crumbing process is easier when there are more people around, so I got 
Evan-san involved, and the old man, Milton-san, offered to help as well. He seemed to 
be really interested in what I was doing. 

“Takumi, if you let the old man help you, he’s going to steal your recipe~” 

“I don’t really mind...” 


But I think it’s bad for the person who bought the recipe. 


I'd be happy to give it away, but... they wouldn't take it for free~ right~ Why don't I 
send them another letter with a recipe for a different dish? 


“Then, would you be willing to help me make a large batch for my personal use next 
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time?” 


I asked him to help me cook food for my Infinite Storage the next time. After all, frying 
is a pain in the ass! 


In addition to the ones I’m planning to make today, pork cutlets, ground meat, fried 
white, croquettes, fried white fish and salmon are also good. And then there are things 
I want to eat or make, like asparagus wrapped in meat or cheese sticks... 

“Ou! Leave it to me!” 

Milton-san agreed, so we negotiated, and I lightly explained the process of cooking. 
“That's a lot of work.’ 


“Well, it’s not a qucik dish.” 


When the breadcrumbs were done and the fish was frying in oil, Milton-san muttered 
to himself. 


“Takumi, is it done?” 

“It’s still cooking, can’t you see?” 

“But it smells so good!” 

“You are nota child, so go out and wait obediently!” 

Evan-san, who had played an active role in bread crumbing, began to wander around 
behind me when he was finished. When I told him to go to the dining room and sit 
down, he was a little disappointed and left the kitchen 

“Alright, this should be good.” 

When the color looked good, I removed it from oil. 


“What do you think? It takes a little work, but it’s not that difficult, is it?” 


“Yeah. Looks like everything will be all right as long as you pay attention to the heat.” 
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“Here, this is for you, Milton-san.” 

“Is this alright?” 

“It’s fine. You have to try what you helped make.” 

I also gave Milton-san a portion of the fried dishes and tartar sauce. I would have liked 


some Worcestershire sauce, but I could only make a mediocre one, so I refrained from 
serving it. 
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CHAPTER 308 
INTRUSION 


“Evan-san, I have kept you waiting~” 
“Finally! I’ve been waiting for this!” 


When I went to the cafeteria with the variety of fried food, Evan-san was sitting there 
restlessly. I don’t mean to be rude, but he looked like a dog waiting to be fed. 


“Yes, yes, here you go.” 
“Alriiight!——Delish!” 


I put the plate in front of Evan-san and gave him permission to eat, and he immediately 
took a bite of the fried food. 


“Is it to your liking?” 


“Ou! It’s super tasty! The crunchy texture is good, and the sauce is delicious, too! As I 
thought, you are incredible, Takumi!” 


“Thank you very much.” 

I tried it myself, and it was good. Fried food is so good~ 

“Evan-san, make sure you eat the cabbage as well, not just the fried food.” 
“But, Takumi, there’s no sauce on this. There’s no dressing~” 

“Try eating it together with the fried food and tartar” 


When I warned him that he was only eating the fried food and not the shredded 
cabbage, Evan-san reluctantly took a bite of the cabbage as well. 


“Oh? It’s good? I can eat this too.” 
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“Right? This combination is also good between slices of bread~” 
“Oh, I bet it is‘) -—Old man! Gimme bread!” 


When I told Evan that the fried food was delicious as a sandwich, he immediately 
asked Milton-san for some bread to try. 


“Oh my, Takumi-san?” 
“Ah, Scott-san, welcome back.” 
While we were having an early dinner, Scott-san returned. 


“I have returned. Takumi-san, what are you doing he... there’s no need to ask. Did Evan 
ask you to cook for him?” 


“You understood it well. Would you like too, Scott-san?” 
“Is there a portion for me as well? Of course, I would like to.” 


Since I had already prepared Scott-san’s portion, I offered him a plate of fried food 
from the Infinite Storage. Scott-san took a seat with a happy look on his face. 


“This is delicious. The fish and shellfish are naturally tasty, but this white sauce is 
something else~ What are these dishes called?” 


“They are deep-fried dishes. Shrimp fry, mackerel fry, scallop fry, squid fry... and the 
list goes on like this. The sauce is called tartar sauce. I have taught Milton-san the way 
to make it, so you can ask Milton-san when you feel like eating it again.” 

“Tm happy to hear that~” 


Scott-san smiled, looking really happy. 


Well, even if it wasn’t offered as a menu item in the dining hall due to the time and 
effort involved, he would probably make it for them if they ordered it individually. 


“There oz 


“Oh my, he really is here~” 
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“Eh? Ehh!?” 


While I was having an after-dinner chat with Evan-san and Scott-san, Allen and Elena, 
holding hands with Rebecca-san, came running into the store. 


“Left us behind!” 


“Tm sorry, Takumi-san. As soon as the kids woke up and realized you weren't there, 
they said they were going to go find you~” 


Allen and Elena, who I left at the Ruven mansion, did not cry or sulk, but seemed... 
angry and came looking for me. They puffed out their cheeks and put their hands on 
his hips... and I felt like I could hear them puffing. 

“Left us behind!” 

Allen and Elena emphasized one more time. 

“Tm sorry. Please forgive me?” 

”Muu~’”” 

“Will forgive.” 


“For delish meal.” 


..1t seems they will forgive me for a delicious meal. I thought they would complain a 
bit more, though ~ 


“Sit down, then.” 
“’Ohh~ looks delish !”” 


“Can you forgive me for this?” 


u» y” 
. 


Forgiven 
I put out the fried food platter in front of Allen and Elena, and they easily forgave me. 


I offered Rebecca-san a seat and asked her if she wanted to eat with the kids, but she 
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refused, so I prepared tea. 


It’s shrimp fry!” 


“That’s right. Well then, can you guess the others?” 


a I wy 
. 


Will try eating 
As the children began to eat, I apologized again to Rebecca-san. 

“Rebecca-san, I’m sorry for making you accompany them.” 

“Since you entrusted them in my care, I won't just let them be.” 

“But well~ I didn’t imagine they would chase after me.” 

“I didn’t think that, either.” 

Both Rebecca-san and I smiled wryly. 

“The kids ran out of the mansion and almost jumped over the wall.” 

“Eh? T, that’s... I’m sorry for all the trouble we have caused you.” 

“Fufu, it’s fine. They stopped when I told them we should look for you together.” 
I’m so glad they didn’t end up jumping over the wall~ 

“Still, how did you find this place? Were you searching for me?” 

“You see, the kids seemed to know you were here, so we came straight over here.” 
reo) oa 

They came straight over here? Straight, without stopping anywhere?” 

“Allen, Elena, why did you think I would be here?” 


a 


Somehow~?”” 
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I asked the squirming kids how they knew I was here, and they didn’t seem to have a 
reason. So | guess it’s just a hunch. I think it’s more than a hunch, though... Oh well. 


“How is it?” 

Delish!” 

Allen and Elena had big smiles on their faces. It looks like they like it. 
“So, have you recognized anything else beside the shrimp fry?” 
“Scallop!” 

“Squid!” 

“Correct! What’s the last one?” 

Fish” 

“Ah, yes, that’s correct, but... it’s mackerel, mackerel fry. Remember it.” 
Mackerel fry! Remembered!” 

Rebecca-san looked envious when she saw Allen and Elena eating. 

“I will make it at the Ruven house next time.” 


“Fufu, I’m happy to hear that. Thank you.” 


I can’t make it today, but I’ll make it for Rebecca-san and Velio-san too. 
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CHAPTER 309 
INVITATION 


“Takumi, it looks like leaving them behind wasn’t a good idea.” 

“Indeed. I will stop going out without telling them first.” 

“Not telling them, huh. Without telling them, you say... so if you did, it would be alright?” 
“I think it would be fine if I managed to persuade them.” 

“Is that so?” 


Evan-san, who had initially spoken to me in a teasing manner, began to think about 
something as he spoke. 


“Hey, Scott. Wouldn't it be better if Takumi was there for tomorrow’s request?” 
“That’s... true.” 

“What about tomorrow’s request?” 

“Eh, you see...” 


ĮI asked about the request, and Evan-san looked around. I don’t know if we can talk in 
a place where there are other customers, even if it’s still sparse. 


So we decided to move to the Ruven residence. Originally, we should have just moved 
to the room that Evan-san and Scott-san were renting, but Rebecca-san stopped us. 
Apparently, Rebecca-san also wanted to talk to us. 

“So, what about the request?” 

“An Orc nest was discovered a little further from the town.” 


“An Orc nest, huh.” 
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In the guest room of Ruven mansion, Velio-san and I heard the details again. This is 
certainly not something you can easily talk about in a place where people come and 


go. 


“So, we're planning to head out tomorrow with a party of adventurers to clean up the 
area.” 


I guess Evan-san and Scott-san will also be going to clean up the orcs. 
“Did you get an idea of the scale?” 


Velio-san asked with a serious face, apparently having received a report of the Orc 
nest, too. 


Evan-san said that it was a bit far from the city, but it must be a threat. It’s even more 
so when it’s in the territory that you govern. 


“Scott, what did the scouts say about their reconnaissance?” 


Scott came back to the inn late because he was hearing the report of the scouts at the 
Adventurer’s Guild. 


“About two hundred of them. They say there will definitely be higher-ranking species.” 
“My goodness!” 
Rebecca-san’s eyes widened, and she let out a sorrowful voice as she heard the report. 


The scale seems to be quite large. I’ve encountered Orcs in the Gaya Forest and in the 
town of Alveil, but the units are different~ 


“It might be better to send out the territorial troops as well.” 

“So you wanted me to come too because of their numbers, Evan-san.” 

The reason why Evan-san invited me to the request is to secure manpower? 

“Ah, yeah~ I didn’t know the exact numbers myself, but I knew it was quite a lot.—— 


Allen, Elena, can you lend us your brother to us tomorrow? We want him to go on an 
request with us.” 
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“What about Allen~?” 

“And Elena~?” 

“N~ you guys are a bit unsuitable.” 
”Ehh~ wanna go too~”” 

Going to the Orc’s nest is not the same as defeating Orcs that attack you out in the 
open. There is a high possibility that there are people held captive in the Orc’s nest, 


too. That is way too tragic to see for the little ones. 


“Allen, Elena, could you please stay here?” 


a wy 


Can defeat pigs~ 


So I asked the kids to stay at home, but they insisted on going with me. Well, this was 
the expected reaction, so how do I persuade them from here. 


“Allen-chan, Elena-chan. I’m not feeling well. So I was wondering if you could stay with 
me?” 


“With Obaa~sama?”” 
“Please?” 
“Uur~... Okay.” 


Then Rebecca-san helped me out. When she asked, Allen and Elena couldn't say no, 
and they nodded. 


“Takumi, you will participate then?” 
“Yes, that’s fine with me.” 


“There are no A-ranked adventurers this time, after all. Having you will be very 
reassuring.’ 


“Is that so? What is the strength of the team that will go to defeat them tomorrow?” 
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“Including us, there are seven B-rank adventurers and twelve C-rank adventurers.” 


So there are twenty of us, including me. That means, by simple calculation, there are 
ten of them per person~ Isn't this a bit under powered on our part? 


“I will have no problems, but isn’t it too difficult for the C ranks?” 


“To be honest, it will be pretty hard. We might be in danger too, depending on the 
situation.” 


“The number of Orcs is higher than expected. The Guild Master said that he would re- 
organize the members to defeat them by tomorrow, so I think we'll have a few more 
members.’ 


The Orcs are C-ranked, so even C-ranked adventurers should be able to defeat them. 
If it’s one on one. 


But the opponents are in a large group. It won't be easy to get into a one-on-one 
situation. 


“But you suggested sending out your troops as well, right Velio-san?” 
“Yes. But we have to consult with the Adventurer’s Guild first, though.” 
“I thought so.” 


If Velio-san is willing to send out troops, the number disadvantage would be taken 
care of. 


Or maybe I could do my best to gain some experience. I’m sure I will be able to reduce 
their numbers if I hit them with one of my spells before the battle breaks out! 


“It’s my job to get them to accept the support of the troops, so please go to bed early 
and make sure you're in good shape, Takumi-san.” 


“I see. Well, I will do that.” 


We decided to rest for tomorrow, since Velio-san had agreed to meet directly with the 
Adventurer’s Guild to organize the members who would be going out to defeat the 
enemy and to prepare the necessary supplies. 
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Evan-san and Scott-san turned down Velio-san’s offer to lend them rooms, and they 
went back to the inn, so we decided to meet at the Adventurer’s Guild tomorrow at six 
in the morning, at the first bell. 


u» wy 


Onii~chan. 
I went back to my room, got ready for sleep, and climbed into bed early. 
Then Allen and Elena called out to me in small voices. 

“Hmm? What’s up?” 

“Allen and...” 

“Elena.” 

“Can't we go too?” 


.. They hadn't completely given up on the idea of coming with, it seems. 


“You guys said that you will stay at home, didn’t you?” 


(CE n»n» 


Umiyu~ 
Allen and Elena, lying on either side of me, clung to me and rubbed up against me. 
I know itin my head, but does it mean they will feel lonely? 

“When I get back from my assignment, the three of us will go out together.” 
“Definitely?” 

“Yeah, definitely. Let’s make a promise, then?” 

“A promise!” 


When I switched their thoughts from the idea of being left behind tomorrow to the 
next outing, their expressions changed from sad to happy. Will it be okay like this? 


“Well, can you think of a place you'd like to go?” 
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Anywhere we want~?”” 


“Yes, anywhere is fine. It can be a request, or just to hang out. Just discuss it between 
the two of you and let me know later.” 


“’Okay~”” 


I patted them both on the head and hugged them tightly. 


» 
! 


“Tm so glad you two are such good kids 
”Ehehe~”” 

Allen and Elena rubbed against me even more happily. 
“Then ld better get on with finishing tomorrow’s order!” 


Come back as soon as you can, okay” 


“Roger that! Then let’s go to sleep, so we get done with it.” 


«a yy 


Yeah, good night~ 
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CHAPTER 310 
CLEAN-UP OPERATION 1 


“Takumi-san, be careful.” 

“’Onii~chan, be careful.” 

The next morning, the children, Rebecca-san and Velio-san saw me off. 
“Tm the Captain of the accompanying troops, Orlando.” 

“Tm looking forward to working with you.” 


“Tve told Orlando to follow your instructions, Takumi-san, so if you need anything 
done, please don't hesitate to ask.” 


“Ehh!?” 


It seems that the adventurers will basically be in charge of the battle, and the soldiers 
will only participate in the battle if the adventurers are in danger, and the rest of the 
time they will provide logistical support. 


I was introduced to the captain who would be in charge of the soldiers, but for some 
reason I seemed to have some sort of command authority as well. 


“Takumi-san, it’s if something happened... so you don’t have to think about it too 
much.” 


“Understood.” 


Reading my hesitation, Velio-san took the initiative to explain. I can’t refuse it if I’m 
told like this. 


“Allen, Elena, should I leave Joule and others with you?” 


u» wy 


Nope. 
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“Take them with.” 
“You, Onii~chan.” 


Before we left, I talked to the children again and suggested leaving Joule and the others 
behind so that they wouldn't be lonely, but they refused. 


“Huh, is that fine with you?” 

Yeah.” 

“If in trouble.” 

“Call everyone, okay?” 

It made me happy to hear why they refused. 


I guess they were worried about me because we had a lot of enemies this time, so they 
wanted me to take Joule and the others with me. 


“Thank you. I will properly call for everyone’s help if the situation gets out of control.” 


Yeah, don’t get injured.” 


“Got it. Then, I will see you later.” 


(CEL n»n» 


Have a safe trip~ 
When I went to the Adventurer’s Guild, many adventurers had already gathered there. 
“Takumi, over here.” 

Evan-san, who noticed my arrival, beckoned me over, calling out loudly. 

“Good morning.” 

“Morning. Everyone is already here.” 


“Huh? Am I late?” 
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“No, we are just about to begin. Look, here he is.” 


Noah-san, the Guild Master of the Adventurer’s Guild, instructed the adventurers to 
gather. 


“Are we all here? Alright, listen up, everyone.’ 

Then, Noah-san explained the details of this subjugation. 

It takes about half a day to reach the Orc nest by carriage. We will move out and meet 
up with the reconnaissance team ahead of us at a safe place near the site. We’ll 
reconfirm the situation, decide on a strategy, and start the subjugation the next 


morning. 


“And lastly, we need to decide the leader... normally, the leader is supposed to be the 
one with the highest rank, but...” 


“That’s Takumi.” 
“Indeed.” 


Noah-san, Evan-san, and Scott-san were looking at me. Furthermore, the gazes of the 
adventurers who noticed his gaze also turned towards me. 


“Eh, that’s impossible for me!” 


It’s too much to ask of me, so I refused with all my might. 


“I thought so. Even though you are A-ranker, you still lack experience in this 
department~——In that case, I will leave it to you, Scott.” 


I guess he didn’t really want to leave it to me from the beginning. Noah-san easily 
backed down and appointed Scott-san as the leader. 


“Roger that.” 
“Takumi, can you be the sub-leader?” 


“Erm... if other adventurers have no objections?” 
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“Is there anyone who... has objections?” 


I’m sure some of the adventurers don’t know who I am, but since I’ve already been 
mentioned as an A-ranked adventurer, no one objected, so I became the sub-leader. 


“Tm counting on you all.” 


After the preparations were complete, Noah-san and the other guild staff saw us off, 
and we set off. 


We arrived at our destination a few hours later... after being shaken around by a 
carriage. 


“Isn't this a good place?” 
“Yeah. Let’s make our camp here.’ 


After deciding on the location of the encampment, the adventurers who were good at 
covert action headed toward the Orc nest to meet up with the advance party. The 
remaining adventurers begin to prepare the camp. 


“Takumi-san, let’s start the strategy meeting.” 


After a while, the people who had gone to pick up the advance party returned, and we 
decided to have a meeting to share information. 


“Thank you for your time. First, let me introduce myself. I’m Scott, the leader of the 
subjugation team.” 


“Tm Takumi, the sub-leader.” 

When Scott-san said his name, he glanced at me, so I introduced myself. 
“I’m Cino. I’m coordinator of the reconnaissance team.” 

“Any injuries?” 

“None at all.” 


Scott-san, myself, and Orlando-san were at the strategy meeting. The other ones were 
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the leaders of each adventuring party, Evan-san, who was in the same party as Scott- 
san, and three members of the advance party. 


“Let us hear the report please.” 


“I have already reported the number of Orcs to be around two hundred. There are at 
least ten High Orcs, three Orc Mages and an Orc General.” 


The leaders who were participating in the meeting froze with shocked expressions. 
The adventurers said that they hoped there would be only a High Orc, even if it was a 
higher species. But they were shocked to hear that there were not one or two, but ten 


High Orcs, as well as Orc Mages and Orc Generals. 


“Well... let’s plan a strategy, so we can take them down with our safety as the first 
priority.” 


“Safely, you say! That’s impossible!” 

“Right! Our forces are too small for this!” 

The silence lasted for a while, and no one showed any signs of opening their mouths, 
so I spoke up, but... This had triggered the leaders to get excited and they started 
calling me reckless. 

“What exactly is reckless about this?” 

“Isn't that obvious!? There are too many higher species!” 


“So can we proceed if the higher species are out of the picture?” 


“Well... yeah, somewhat. But! The reconnaissance has confirmed the presence of the 
higher species, so ‘if there are no higher species’ is a moot point!” 


It seems that they will be able to deal with the large number of Orcs if there are no 
higher species present. 


“Then, what if I said I would take on all the higher species?” 
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(Haah!?) 


Everyone but me shouted at my words and froze in place. 
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CHAPTER 311 
CLEAN-UP OPERATION 2 


“Takumi, wait a minute. That’s reckless even for you, no?” 
“Takumi-san, please calm down.” 


Evan-san and Scott-san were the first to come to their senses and looked at me with 
troubled expressions. 


“Ah~ so you think it’s reckless, too? So you mean that the higher species don’t act in a 
conveniently congealed manner? In that case, I have no idea what to do~” 


That’s right~ If the higher species are scattered, even if I want to take care of them all, 
there’s a possibility that someone other than me will encounter them~. 


So, one shot of advanced magic before it becomes a melee then?... Is what I wanted to 
say, but if anyone gets caught, they'll end up getting hit as well, right~ Besides, it would 
be ashame if the meat of the higher species was torn to pieces. They said that the right 
to the material belongs to the person who kills the monster, so I want to kill them in 
their original form as much as possible. 


“No! That’s not what we are saying! No, we are saying that matter how powerful you 
are, it’s impossible for you to take on the higher species by yourself! 


“Takumi-san, I cannot approve of that plan either.” 


When I voiced my idea about how I would defeat the higher species on my own, Evan- 
san and Scott-san were fiercely opposed. 


“Isn't it safest for me to take over, though? I might look like this, but I’m an A-ranker, 
after all.” 


“You might look like this, you say... you are certainly the highest ranked one among us. 
But, you are also the youngest.” 
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“Eh? Age? Is that the problem?” 

“We can't leave all this to someone younger than us!” 

“Ehh~” 

I didn’t expect Evan-san to bring up age as a reason for his opposition. 


The members of the strike force are mostly in their late twenties to thirties. I think 
there are a couple of people in their forties as well? I certainly seem to be the youngest 
here, but there’s nothing I can do about that. 


Rather, I’m originally 28... no, 29 around now, but I cannot say that~ 
“Then what kind of strategy are we going to use?” 
“Well, about that...” 


“It may be harsh to say, but you're all intimidated by the number of higher ranking 
species, aren't you? There’s no way to formulate a sound strategy, then.” 


“Lo, look, maybe we can get more reinforcements.” 

“You mean we should continue waiting for reinforcements to arrive?” 
“Yeah, that’s what I thought.” 

“I just want to get it over with and go home, though.” 


When I expressed my true feelings to Evan-san, he first tried to argue with me, but 
eventually fell silent. 


“Ah~ Takum-san, when you're working with a group of people, you’re bound to have 
a few unexpected events...’ 


Scott-san was next. Although he didn't say it directly, I think he was trying to say that 
I shouldn’t express my personal opinion too much. Well, in a way, what I’m saying is 
selfish, isn’t it? 
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“But, you know, if I come home late, there is a possibility that my children will come. 
That is, by sneaking into the reinforcements’ carriage, I guess? Wouldn't that cause... 
cause more trouble?” 


The twins cannot follow my scent like Joule and others, but you cannot underestimate 
the power of Allen and Elena’s actions. 


Scott-san, who knows that the children I left at the Ruven mansion yesterday followed 
their intuition to find me at the inn in town, fell silent. 


“So, what do you plan on doing? Call of the reinforcements?” 


“..Takumi-san, you are such a bully. You make it difficult to call for help, and then you 
ask about it?” 


“Hahaha~” 
As I was trying to get the request done quickly, Scott-san glared at me. 


“Haah. Takumi-san, if. If we could gather the higher species in one place... could you 
defeat them?” 


“Yes, no problem.” 

Scott-san exhaled and asked me to check the facts. So I answer honestly. 

“You are very certain about it.” 

“I won't tell you ‘probably’ with serious stuff like this. But, I have never encountered 
Orc Mages before~ I did not have any troubles with an Orc General of the same rank, 


so there shouldn't be a problem? Besides, I have a very special trump card.” 


If it turns out that it’s too much for me to handle, I won't hesitate to call Joule and the 
others to help. 


“Oh~... Orc Mages use magic but they can be defeated with a sword if you pay attention 
to their spells. On the other hand, Orc General is much tougher, so it should be more 
difficult to defeat, but... you did not have any troubles?” 
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“I was able to defeat it rather easily, you know?” 
“Is that so?” 


Scott-san exhaled one more time. Moreover, the other adventurers and even Orlando- 
san let out a sigh. 


“Tm more curious about your trump card...” 

“My trump card? Well, it is a trump card, so I won't tell you?” 

I’m not going to tell you just yet. 

“We need to know the strength of the people we are fighting with. Show me.” 

“Tm not going to tell you, Evan-san, because you would be incapable of fighting.” 
“What, is it that bad!?” 

“Yes, it is. That’s why I called it a trump card.” 

“You're making me even more curious!” 

Evan-san was very interested in my trump card. Well, I’m not going to tell you now. 


“I won't tell you. But, I will use it if you are in danger, Evan-san. Ahh, that being said, 
don’t pursue danger on purpose now.’ 


“As if I would do that!” 
After hearing the exchange between me and Evan-san, the rest of them started laughing. 


The tense atmosphere of a few moments ago was gone, and I quickly returned to the 
main topic of the discussion, which had gone off on a tangent. 


“Is there a problem if we start the attack tomorrow morning?” 


“Fine! Even if we call for support, the only people left in town are of a lower rank than 
us. We can’t simply prepare people for more headcount. It would be shameful if we 
were intimidated when you said you'd take on the higher species by yourself!” 
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This time, there were no voices of opposition, and one of the leaders spoke up with 
determination. 


“Well, I guess it’s time for a strategy session.” 

“You decide.” 

“TIl decide?” 

“Yeah, you move us around as you see fit, so that you can move easier.” 


I looked at the other leaders and they nodded in agreement. Finally, I looked at Scott- 
san and he nodded too, so I guess I can decide the strategy. 


“Then let’s attack in a somewhat cohesive manner, in a position where we can follow 
each other” 


“Why don’t we surround the nest?” 


Normally, it seems like they would put their forces in all directions to prevent any 
individuals from escaping... we won't do that. 


“The Orcs are such a large army, so I’m sure they won't take the means of escape and 
will fight back. If that’s the case, we'd better not spread out our forces.” 


“Yeah, that’s true.” 


“The other reason is to avoid scattering the higher species of Orcs. If they are scattered 
all over the place, I won't be able to respond in time.” 


I'd like to avoid that, because slowing down the response to the higher species means 
danger for other adventurers. 


“It’s just... we might need a separate unit.” 
“Is it a unit that searches for people being held captive while the nest is thin?” 


“Yes. There’s no guarantee that the nest will be completely empty, so it’s a bit risky to 
say the least.” 
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“Well then, I guess we will take on that mission.” 
Cino, who was coordinating the reconnaissance team, came forward. 
“Cino-san... or rather, the reconnaissance team... is going then?” 


“Yeah, if we are to investigate, we might as well let someone who is good at stealth do 
it.” 


“Isn't your team tired, though? Some of the adventurers who arrived today are 
excellent at scouting... huh, are they?” 


“No problem. You are correct.” 


The adventurers I met today were all new to me, so I knew very little about their 
abilities, but Scott-san was quick to follow up. 


“No, it'll be easier for us to move, since we have some knowledge of the inner workings 
of the nest.” 


“That's true. Then, we will leave it to you. But, please don’t overdo it.” 
“Yeah, I know.” 


“Then, If there are any people, rescue them and meet up with Orlando-san who will be 
standing by at the rear——Orlando-san, your cooperation will be needed here.” 


“Understood.” 


After deciding on the general strategy, the meeting was dispersed with a detailed plan 
of action. 
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CHAPTER 312 
CLEAN-UP OPERATION 3 


After dinner, when everyone was in their tents, I went into the forest, away from the 
guards, and quietly called Joule and the others. 


“Everyone, quietly.’ 

Sensing that I was paying attention to my surroundings, Joule and the others 
immediately killed any hint of their presence, nodded quietly, and listened. So I started 
by explaining that Allen and Elena weren't here and that there’s an Orc battle tomorrow. 
“If it’s too much for me to handle, I'll need everyone to help out in the open.” 


(Okay, got it. I’ll leave it to us.) 


Joule answered on behalf of everyone, but they seemed to agree as they nodded their 
heads in agreement. 


“But in that case, as I told you before, things might get pretty noisy.” 


(We know. It might be annoying, but in return, we will be able to be with you and the 
kids all the time.) 


(That’s right. It won't be a problem.) 

(Yes, things will be just all right.) 

(Don’t worry about anything!) 

(It will be okay!) 

We had originally discussed whether to make their existence public, and at that time 


we decided to hide them for the time being, but since everyone’s attitude was that it 
didn’t matter either way, I didn’t have to panic about this matter this time. 
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“Okay, l'Il be brief, but Joule and Feat will stay in my shadow in case anything happens, 
I'll call you to join the battle right then.” 


(Got it~) 
(Understood.) 


“Bolt, | want you to watch over the other troops from the shadows, and help out if 
things look bad.” 


(You can leave it to me.) 


“Vector and Mile, if you see any Orcs escaping from the nest, sneak up on them and 
finish them off.” 


(Yay~ I will go on a rampage~) 


“Vector, I don’t know how this is going to play out, so for now, don’t make any obvious 
move! I’m sorry, Mile, but...” 


(I will look after Vector well! You can leave him to me!) 


After explaining our roles, I sent Joule and Feat back to my shadow, and asked Bolt, 
Vector, and Mile to stay in the forest, while I sneaked back to the tent. 


The next morning, after we finished preparations, we moved closer to the Orc’s nest. 
“Is everyone ready?” 

“Ou!” 

“Tm ready anytime!” 

I will be the first one to attack. 

“Wind Cutter.” 


First of all, in order to wipe out the Orcs that were wandering around the nest, I 
released a lot of wind blades with a reasonable amount of magical power. 
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A lot of Orcs scream and fell down. 


“Oioioi! I didn’t know you could use magic with this much firepower!” 


» 
! 


“How can it be so powerful when it’s only an elementary-level magic 


» 
! 


“That’s an A-ranker for you 


My fellow adventurers were stunned as they watched the decapitated Orcs fall to the 
ground. 


“The Orcs are gathering. Don’t let your guard down!” 


Evan-san scolded the stunned adventurers, and they all raised their weapons. 


The Orcs in the nest gathered here with the yells the dying Orcs gave. I could see a few 
High Orcs here and there among them. 


“Takumi, it’s the High Orcs. They are yours!” 
“Roger that.——(Accelerate).” 


I picked up the Water Sword and used the magic of acceleration to approach the High 
Orcs at once. I beheaded a few Orcs along the way. 


“First one down.” 


After killing the target, a High Orc, I went to the areas where we were short of hands 
and helped them reduce the number of Orcs. Then I killed another High Orc again. I 
then continue to repeat this process. 


“Five down.” 
As far as I could see, none of the adventurers were seriously injured, so things were 
going well so far. However, there were at least five more High Orcs left. In addition, the 


Orc General and Orc Mages did not show up. 


“.There’s too few.” 
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“Indeed.” 


We killed most of the Orcs here, and for some reason the battle calmed down for a 
while. 


“Did they run off?” 


“No, there’s no sign of them escaping. There are still a lot of higher species out there, 
aren't there?” 


“Yeah~” 
“Well, let’s take that as a good sign and set up our position——” 


I was going to check for injuries, but then I heard a very loud yell, and everyone 
became more alert. 


“An Orc King!?” 


One of the adventurers muttered in dismay when he spotted a large Orc among the 
mass of Orcs. 


“It looks like the King has brought his entire force with him.” 


An Orc King is an A-ranked monster. It seemed to be confident in its own strength, and 
was Slowly making its way towards us with an army in tow. 


“W, what do we do!?” 
“Isn't this too dangerous!?” 
“S, shouldn’t we run!?” 


In addition to the Orc King, there were Orc General, Orc Mages, the rest of the High 
Orcs, and numerous Orcs, so it was a pretty overwhelming sight. Some of the 
adventurers were naturally frightened. 


“Even I’m scared because of that many troops.” 
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“Takumi-san, what should we do? Our morale is down.” 


Evan-san and Scott-san came up to me. It seems that they want me to make a decision. 
Perhaps they are also filled with the feelings of wanting to retreat. 


“TIl go. Can you just take care of the leftovers?” 
“Wha? Wait a minute!” 


As | started to run towards the Orc army, Evan-san and Scott-san came after me from 
behind. 


“Evan-san. Scott-san, too...” 


a 


I can't let you do this alone, Takumi!” 
“Takumi-san, we'll keep you company.” 
Apparently, both of them are willing to go along with what I was trying to do. 


» 
! 


“Wind. Reap my enemies apart, Wind Edge! 


In a position where I was almost in contact with the Orcs, I unleashed an advanced 
magic that I’ve only used once before——when I defeated the Evil Viper in the Gaya 
Forest. However, since I couldn’t put my magical power into it as carefully as I did at 
that time, I was only able to kill a lot of Orcs and High Orcs, but the other higher species 
were almost unharmed. 


“Wind Cutter.” 
“Buhiiii!!” 


I tried to kill all of the King’s guards first, this time with a smaller but more numerous 
magic spell, but the Orc King blocked the wind with a large axe he wielded. 


“It blocked it. In that case, how about this!_-—Air Hammer.” 


I hit the Orc General and the Orc Mages with air pressure to restrict their movements. 
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Since it was an invisible attack from above, it was not blocked this time. Well, it wasn’t 
able to defeat them. 


“Evan-san! Scott-san! I will limit the movements of the General and the Mages for now, 
so can you take care of the Orcs first?” 


“Leave it to us!” 
“Roger that!” 


ĮI asked Evan-san and Scott-san to take care of the remaining Orcs and High Orcs. 


Perhaps it’s because I have cut down most of the Orc army, but I could see the other 
adventurers regaining their composure and running towards us to join the battle, so 
we should be fine. 


aie p 
“Oops!——Air Shield.” 


The Orc King swung his Greataxe down at me. When I caught it with my wind shield— 
—crack, it made a loud noise. 


“Heavy!” 


The Orc King pushed his Greataxe in with even more force, and I poured magical 
power into my wind shield to withstand it. 


It was quite difficult to deal with the Orc King while maintaining pressure that kept 
the higher species at bay... but this is where I have to do my best. 
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CHAPTER 313 
CLEAN-UP OPERATION 4 


“Takumi-san, are you Okay!?” 

“Yes, I’m okay!” 

As I continued to compare my strength with the Orc King’s Greataxe and my wind 
shield, Scott-san, who was worried about me, called out to me. There’s too much of a 
difference in size, and the Orc King utilizes it by swinging down his Greataxe right from 
above me... Well, of course he would be worried. 

“Oh!” 


I jumped backwards to get some distance from the Orc King. 


“Air Shot.” 


“It really is tough~” 


This time, I tried to hit it with multiple air bullets in multiple places, but it didn’t seem 
much of a response. 


“Accelerate.” 


I took a stance with my Water Katana, and as | swiftly slipped through under the Orc 
King’s arm, I aimed at the arm he held the Greataxe in and slashed down. 


Just as I intended, I succeeded in chopping off one of the Orc King’s arms. 


To prevent the Orc King from using the Greataxe in its other hand, I secured and stored 
in the Infinite Storage along with the arm that I chopped off. 
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(Buhiiii!) 
“Whoah!” 


The Orc King’s scream was immediately followed by the fierce resistance of the Orc 
General, which had been suppressed by air pressure. 


“Whoops!——Ah, crap!” 


In addition to the Orc General’s resistance, the Orc King, who was suffering from pain, 
threw itself towards me. 


I dodged as quickly as I could, but the magic I had been devoting to air pressure was a 
little disrupted, and the Orc General took advantage of the opportunity to break free! 


“I will be your opponent!” 


Evan-san, who was the first to notice the Orc General’s movement, confronted the Orc 
General. 


“Kuh |” 
“Hah!” 
(Buhi!) 


Evan-san caught the sword swung by the Orc General with his big sword, and when it 
stopped moving, Scott-san immediately attacked. 


But the Orc General caught Scott-san’s attack with its bare hands, and then pushed 
back Evan-san’s big sword. 


(Buhiii!) 


The Orc General followed up with another attack. Evan-san was attacked and blown 
backwards. 


“Evan-san!!——Air Shield.” 
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Just as I was about to run up to Evan-san, the Orc King swung its fist down at me. I was 
able to use my wind shield to block it at a hair’s breadth. 


“Joule! Feat!” 

I immediately summoned Joule and Feat. 

(Oniichan, is it my turn?) 

(It doesn’t seem like things went well.) 

“Take care of the Orc General and the Orc Mages, please!” 

(Roger that!) 

(All right!) 

I gave a brief order, and Joule and Feat immediately ran toward the targets. 


I checked the rear while dealing with the Orc King. I saw Scott-san running while 
holding Evan-san. He looked relieved, so I’m sure the injuries are not life-threatening. 


This is the result of overconfidence in my own strength, though. If I had brought Joule 
and the Feat in from the beginning, this would not have happened... such regret was 


growing within me. 


With the air pressure released, and the Orc King’s fist repelled by the wind shield, I 
faced the Orc King again. 


“Now, let’s get serious.” 

As if responding to my declaration, the Orc King yelled. 
“Air Shot, Fireball.” 

First, I shot air bullets engulfed in flame. 


In addition to being a one-armed, the Orc King had no weapons, so it could defend 


traitorAIZEN 186 | 195 


only against a few of the bullets that I fired at it. 

“Air Shot, Fireball, Accelerate ——This is the end!” 

Thinking that I could end this quickly, I repeated the same magic again and used 
acceleration magic to get closer and cut off his head. I ended this on a slightly vindictive 
note. 

“And the rest!” 

After finishing off the Orc King, I looked around and saw that the battle was already 
over. I also searched for signs of life, but there seemed to be no remnants of Orcs. I let 
out a sigh of relief and saw Joule and Feat rushing towards me. 

(Oniichan, we are done here.) 


(Niisama, are you hurt?) 


“Tm not. Thank you, Joule, Feat. Erm... everyone is going to be intimidated seeing you 
like this, can you make yourselves smaller first?” 


(Got it~) 

(Of course.) 

I stroked Joule and Feat, and asked them to enter their small forms. I noticed that the 
adventurers were looking at us from a distance, so I wanted to make them feel less 
intimidated. 


“Scott-san! How is Evan-san!?” 


I told Joule and Feat to wait for a moment, and I hurried over to the collapsed Evan- 
san. 


“He’s unconscious, but there are no serious injuries, and he should wake up soon.” 
“I see. Thank God~” 


It looked like he had been blown away, but he didn’t seem to be injured. When I heard 
that, I let out a sigh of relief again. 
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“Tve got a lot of questions I want to ask you, but I'll get back to you on that after we 
get settled. For now, let’s give priority to treating the injured and cleaning up.” 


“Ah~ yes, that’s right. I’ll go check on the injured then.” 

“No, Takumi-san, the number of Orcs you have killed is far greater than the others, so 
please go collect the materials. Look, your familiars are gathering the Orcs with their 
utmost effort.” 

“What? Whoah, they really are!” 

When I turned around after hearing Scott-san’s words, I saw Joule and Feat gathering 
the Orc carcasses in one place. After I was told no by Scott-san, I went back to Joule 
and Feat, who were wagging their tails happily. 

(Oniichan, we gathered them in one place!) 

(We took only those we could confirm. Niisama, how many Orcs have you defeated?) 
The monster materials belong to the one who defeats it. I don’t know if Joule and Feat 
know this, but they gathered the higher species and Orcs they had defeated beside the 
corpse of the Orc King, and also asked me how many I had defeated in total. 

“Erm... quiet a lot? Those with severed heads were mostly killed by me.” 


(Oh my, it’s easy to tell them apart then.) 


(Right. Then, we will gather those too, so you can put the ones here away in the 
meantime, Oniichan.) 


They are too quick to act. Joule and Feat weaved through the adventurers and started 
collecting the Orc carcasses. 


I did as I was told and put the Orc King and other carcasses into the Infinite Storage, 
then followed Joule and Feat. 
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CHAPTER 314 
RETURN 


(You defeated so many, Oniichan~) 
“Yeah. I didn’t think it was this many~” 


The number of dead Orcs collected exceeded a hundred. I was surprised at the number 
of Orcs I had defeated. 


(You defeated most of the higher species as well, didn’t you?) 


“That's right. But even though I boldly stated that I would deal with all the higher 
species, one of them slipped through~” 


I knew that one of the High Orcs had escaped the magic when I released the advanced 
magic, but I had my hands full trying to hold off the Orc General and Orc Mages while 
dealing with the Orc King. 


So it was left out in the open with the Orcs, and Evan-san had to take it down on his 
own. 


“Things always go well, so I must have gotten overconfident~” 


(Even though there are injured, no one died, right? That’s good! It means you did your 
job perfectly, Oniichan.) 


(Indeed. Niisama, there were unforeseen circumstances this time, right? Despite the 
presence of the Orc King, you managed to do as planned from the most part, so there 
shouldn't be a problem.) 


“You think so?” 
((Yeah!)) 


When I let out a sigh, Joule and Feat comforted me. 
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“Thank you, Joule, Feat.” 

(I just stated the facts~) 

When I thanked them, Joule jumped as fast as he could into my bosom. I promptly 
embraced him, and he nudged to me as if he wanted to get petted, so I petted him to 
his heart’s content. 

(Fufu, it was precious to see Niisama dejected~) 

As I was pampering Joule, Feat was smiling with satisfaction. 


Feat’s big sister points increased once again~ 


After collecting the Orcs, we cleaned up the Orc nest... To tell you the truth, this was 
much more troublesome than the battle. And it took a lot of time. 


Destroying and burning a number of huts and checking the inside of the cave was... a 
really hard work. 


“Ah, Evan-san, have you came to?” 


We had finished cleaning up and were resting back at the camp when Evan-san woke 
up. 


“What’s up with the dog and cat?” 
“They are my contracted beasts.” 
Evan-san’s first words were about Joule and Feat, who I was holding. 


Since the others already knew about Joule and Feat, I didn’t let them back into the 
shadow, but worked with them all the while. 


“Contracted beasts? Not pets?” 


“Contracted beasts. And, my trump card. Well, these are their temporary forms, though.” 
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“Nn?” 
Evan-san tilted his head curiously. 


Since Joule and Feat were in their smaller forms, Evan-san didn’t think they looked 
like monsters. 


The adventurer who was close enough to know who they were was grinning, perhaps 
imagining Evan-san’s surprise when I revealed their true identities. Or rather, several 
people asked me to reveal them in front of Evan-san when he wakes up without telling 
him anything beforehand. 

“Would you like to see their true forms?” 

a yeah.” 

“Joule, Feat, show Evan-san your true forms.” 

(Got it~!) 

(Fufu, all right.) 

“Whoah!!” 


When I asked Joule and Feat to return to their original forms, Evan-san screamed out. 


Well, if Fenrir and a Celestial Tiger suddenly appeared before you... you would 
scream~ 


“Haah!? Eh? Ehhh!?” 

Evan-san was greatly perplexed. 

(Niichan, what’s the ruckus about~?) 

(Ah, we were showing off Joule and Feat’s true forms.) 
(So that’s what the shout was about, I see!) 


Vector, Bolt, and Mile, who had already joined us earlier, also came nearby to see what 
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was going on. 
“Hey! Waaaaat!?” 
Evan-san shouted again. 


The adventurers around us were laughing at Evan-san’s appearance. Though I say that, 
they were also screaming like Evan-san a while ago. 


“S, Scarlet King Leo!!” 


Everyone was surprised by Vector. Vector is mainly in his smaller form, but... everyone 
can tell that he is “THE” Scarlet King Leo~ 


“Darn... I got tired from shouting...” 
“Erm... thank you for your hard work?” 


“Takumi, you! What is up with the races and number of your Contracted beasts! That’s 
way out of the norm!” 


“Everyone is a good child, you know?” 
|” 


‘Tm not talking about thaaat 


Evan-san was giving me a lecture(?), but it was not very impactful because he was 
petting Joule while at it. 


I’m not sure if the petting felt good or something, but Joule had a melting expression 
on his face. 


(Ah~ that’s quite a good petting technique. I think it’s the second best after Oniichan?) 
“Evan-san, Joule says that it feels good.” 

“Oh, really?——Alright, alright, how about this?” 

(Ah~ there, right there~) 


Evan-san began stroking, or rather massaging, Joule in earnest, so the lecture somehow 
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fizzled out, and I was released. 


After camping out for the night, we traveled early in the morning and returned to the 
city of Rubia in the early afternoon. 


un y” 
. 


Onii~chan 
“Allen, Elena! I’m back~” 


When I entered the Adventurer’s Guild, Allen and Elena were waiting for me, and 
jumped into my arms to hug me, so I hugged them as tight as I could. 


I’m sure that the Ruven family knew we were coming home at this time, since a few of 
us were already sent back to the town yesterday to report in. 


“Have you been good~?” 


«ay yp” 
. 


We were good 
“Is that so? Good boy, good girl.” 
“ Onii~chan? Any injuries?” 


“None at all. I had Joule and others help me, too.” 


u» wy 


I see~ 
Their presence has become known, but Joule and the others have returned to the 
shadow for now. I can’t just walk around with them in the town, as it might cause a 
commotion. 

“Takumi-kun, welcome back.” 

“Takumi-san, are you injured?” 

“Velio-san, Rebecca-san, too? Ah, I’m back.” 


Velio-san and Rebecca-san were at the Guild, too. 


“I need to hear the report of the attack.” 
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“And I came with the children.” 
...Well, of course. 


“I thought so. Oh, I'll give you a detailed report later, but we did a good job of defeating 
them. And thank you for taking care of the kids.” 


“Takumi-san, we should be the ones thanking you.” 
“That's right. Thank you, Takumi-kun.” 


When I thanked Velio-san and Rebecca-san, they thanked me in return. They both 
seemed relieved, since it was their territory that was affected. 


“Now then, let’s finish the report.——Allen, Elena, I have things to report, so please 
wait a little longer.” 


“Ehh yy 
~ 


When I told them to stay without me for a little longer, since I had to report to the 
Guild, Allen and Elena let out frustrated voices. 


“We got a lot of meat, so we can have a meat party after the report is done.” 
“"Ohhh~”” 

“Okay, I’m off then.” 

“Got it~. Will be waiting~”” 

I left the children to Rebecca-san for a little while longer, and moved with Velio-san 
and Evan-san to the Guild Master’s office to finish our report. The Orcs were well 
annihilated and no one was captured. And of course, the Orc King. It was a very 
surprising report, and Velio-san and Noah-san’s eyes widened in shock. 

After the report, I promised the kids a meat party, but... for some reason it was held in 
the Adventurer’s Guild cafeteria. It was a mix of members who had gone to defeat the 


Orcs with me and adventurers from the Adventurer’s Guild. It was a great time, and 
we had a lot of fun. 
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